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PHILIP FOSTER – Foster Family Story 

By Sue Ward 

 

from trustygenealogist.com 

Part III 

In the process of writing our second book, “Early Virginia Colonial Families, the Crittendens, Downs Lees, 

Ludwells, Taylors and Collateral Families”, we learned that all these families are connected whether it be 

through family, neighbors, church, business or government matters.  We became aware of a much 

broader group which encompassed these people.  We never expected the ancestors of the Fosters of 

Izard Co., AR, to be a part of early London/Virginia merchants.  The following is a collection of records 

which pertain not only to Philip Foster, but those with which he had business dealings. 

Source for the below information:  Southern Taylor Families, 1607-1830, Albert Eugene Casey published 

privately for the Amite County Historical Fund, 1958, p. 63-64.   
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Extracts from page 63: 
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Notice several Taylor names including mariners/merchants Zachary Taylor, Philip Foster, William 

Sherwood (attorney for both men), Elizabeth Vaulx, Thomas Taylor and Tho. Ballard, all familiar names 

in our book.  This is a reminder that Thomas Vaus/Vaulx was granted land for transporting ten persons, 

including Philip Foster to Virginia.   

p. 64: 

Zachariah Taylor was the direct ancestor of President Zachary Taylor.  Note the first entry on this page: 
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Source:  Lord Mayor’s Court of London Depositions Relating to Americans 1641-1736, Peter Wilson 

Coldham, 1980, National Genealogy Society, p. 84.   
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Library of Virginia Archives: 

URL (Click on 

link) http://image.lva.virginia.gov/VTLS/CR/03775/index.html Surv

ey Report Image  

Author Public Records Office Class E 190/62/5.  

Title Port Books; Port of London; Searcher; Exports from London 
by English Merchants 

Publication 1674-1675 

Gen. note CHECKED BY JTK, 1 JUNE 1995 CONTINUATION OF 3775A 

Note 448 
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LVA listing for page 89 does not show Philip Foster with either spelling. 

 

 



10 
 

http://lva-linux-
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Record 8 out of 19     

URL (Click on 

link) http://image.lva.virginia.gov/VTLS/CR/11675/index.html 
Survey Report Image  

Author Public Record Office Class C 38/193.  

Title Chancery. Reports and Certificates  

Publication 1676/77 

Gen. note IND 1945 

Note Not Filmed. 

Subject - Personal Pensax, zzz -- 1669, SR 11675, p. 1.   
Cowell, John -- lawsuit involving -- 1676, SR 11675, p. 1.   
Foster, Phillip -- lawsuit involving -- 1676, SR 11675, p. 1.   
Dandy, Henry -- lawsuit involving -- 1676-1676/77, SR 11675, p. 1.   
Duckenfield, William -- lawsuit involving -- 1676-1676/77, SR 

11675, p. 1.   
Hungerford, Dixwell -- debts involving -- 1676/77, SR 11675, p. 1.   
Estcourt, Thomas -- testimony by -- 1676-1676/77, SR 11675, p. 1.   
Cowell, Benjamin -- debts involving -- 1676, SR 11675, p. 1.   
Cooke, Miles -- testimony by -- 1676, SR 11675, p. 1.  

System Number 000710966 
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Public Record Office Class E  

Forster, Phil. -- merchant -- 1677, SR 05592b, p. 59. 
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These lists contain more familiar names in Virginia all on the same page with Philip Foster:   

Jn. Barker, Jn. Carey, Gawin Corbin  
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Foster, Phil. -- merchant -- 1677, SR 05592b, p. 7, 10, 12, 14, 17, 21, 23, 

29, 35, 44, 48.  
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