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Bown 25 May 1888
Died 15 Guly 1958



This research is about two people linked to a small town in Montana. | became interested in them, as they
are said to haunt a building in downtown. So | set out to find out what | could about their lives.

Mary Rose Reindeau was born 25 May 1888 in Minnesota. Her parents were Mitchell A. Reindeau and
Hortense Picotte. Except on legal documents, she generally appears as Rose. Both of Rose’s parents were
born in Canada, and were of French descent.

There is evidence that the family travelled back and forth between Minnesota and Montana before

settling. As late as 1895, the family is in Minnesota. They appear on the state census, listed individually.

1

Minnesota, Territorial and State Censuses, 1849-1905

Name:

Age:

Census Date:
County:
Locality:

Birth Location:
Gender:
Estimated birth year:
Race:

Line:

Roll:

Rosa Reendeau
7

1895

Morrison

Little Falls Ward 2
Minnesota
Female

abt 1888
White

40

V290 76

They first appear in the census in Hamilton, Montana in 1900. Rose’s father Mitchell was working as a

day laborer. 2

1900 United States Federal Census

Name:

Age:

Birth Date:
Birthplace:
Home in 1900:
Street:

House Number:
Sheet Number:
institution:

Rosie M Riendeau

12

May 1888

Minnesota

Hamilton, Ravalli, Montana

7 St

78

18

Inconporated City of Hamilton

Number of Dwelling in Order of Visitation: 357

Family Number:
Race:
Gender:

Relation to Head of House:

Marital status:
Father's name:
Father's Birthplace:
Mother's name:
Mother's Birthplace:

357

White

Female

Daughter

Single

Mitchell Riendeau
Minnesota
Hortance Riendeau
Minnesota


https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=1058

Attended School:
Can Read:

Can Write:

Can Speak English:
Neighbors:

Household Members:
Name
Mitchell Riendeau

Hortance Riendeau

Rosie M Riendeau
Laura M Riendeau
Willie J Riendeau

Eugenia M Riendeau

Clara M Riendeau

Yes
Yes
Yes

Age

38
34
12
10
9
6
3

Then, in 1905, the family is back in Minnesota, on a state census. It’s possible Rose’s father couldn’t find
sufficient work in Montana to keep the family afloat. In this census, he is still working as a laborer.

Minnesota, Territorial and State Censuses, 1849-1905

Name:

Age:

Census Date:

County:

Locality:

Birth Location:
Gender:

Estimated birth year:
Race:

Father's Birth Location:
Mother's Birth Location:
Line:

Roll:

Mary Rose Riendeau
17

14 Jun 1905
Morrison

Little Falls Ward 2
Minnesota

Female

abt 1888

White

Minnesota
Minnesota

25

MNSC 136

On the 1910 census, back in Hamilton, Montana, Rose’s father is listed as working in a sawmill. Rose
herself is employed; she is working as a salesgirl for a dry goods store. It’s interesting how much the
family travelled back and forth between 1895 and 1910. Since Rose is now working, | would assume the
family probably struggled for money. On this census, Rose’s parents’ state they have been married for 22
years, so Rose would have been their first child. She has younger siblings at home, William, Eugenie, and
Clara. Younger sister Laura, who was ten years old in the 1900 census, was married in Hamilton in 1909
to Pearl H. Bullock, so she is no longer with the family. *

1910 United States Federal Census
Name:

Age in 1910:

Rose M Riendeau
[Rosa M Reindeau]
21
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Birth Year:
Birthplace:

Home in 1910:
Race:

Gender:

Relation to Head of House:
Marital status:
Father's name:
Father's Birthplace:
Mother's name:
Mother's Birthplace:
Native Tongue:
Occupation:
Industry:

Employer, Employee or Other:

Attended School:
Able to Read:
Able to Write:
Out of Work:

Number of weeks out of work:

Neighbors:

Household Members:
Name
Mitchell A Riendeau
Hortense Riendeau
Rose M Riendeau
William J Riendeau
Eugenie M Riendeau
Clara Riendeau

abt 1889

Minnesota

Hamilton Ward 3, Ravalli, Montana
White

Female

Daughter

Single

Mitchell A Riendeau
Minnesota

Hortense Riendeau
Minnesota

English

Salesgirl

Druggist Store
Wage Earner

No

Yes

Yes

N

0

Age
48
43
21
18
15
13

The building Rose is said to haunt used to house The Valley Mercantile. It stood on the site of the
present-day building. The Valley Mercantile opened in 1909, but was there much earlier under the
Anaconda Mining Company. It was Marcus Daly’s “company store,” according to information published

by the Downtown Hamilton Business Improvement District.

“Constructed in 1936, the Bower Building replaced the Valley Mercantile Company Department
Store that burned for the second time in 1936. The Valley Mercantile was a two-story “company
store” owned by the Anaconda Copper Mining Company (Marcus Daly). It sold everything from
clothing, groceries, and furniture, to hardware, lumber, gardening implements and threshing
machines.” ®

The first time The Valley Mercantile Burned was 22 Oct 1910. There is more about this fire in Harold
Dopfer’s story, which follows this one.

Rose is almost certainly one of the women in this photo, taken from an ad for The Valley Mercantile in
early 1910.
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It is always intriguing to speculate as to why a spirit would return to a particular place to remain after
death. | wondered why Rose’s spirit chose to reside in in the building today. | believe I found the answer
to that question in the census of 1910. | discovered a few other young women who worked as sales girls
in Hamilton in that census. One of them is significant to Rose’s story.

Mary N. Smithey was born in 1888, the same year as Rose. | looked at her information as | searched for a
woman who would be connected to the building that houses BTW. | remembered Mary after finding other
information which pointed to her relationship with Rose.

In the 1910 census, Mary is listed with her family. ©

1910 United States Federal Census

Name:

Age in 1910:
Birth Year:
Birthplace:
Home in 1910:
Street:

Race:

Gender:

Relation to Head of House:

Marital status:

Mary N Smithey
[Mary N Southey]
22

abt 1888

Missouri
Hamilton Ward 3, Ravalli, Montana
Eighth Street
White

Female

Daughter

Single



Father's name: Robert H Smithey

Father's Birthplace: Missouri
Mother's Birthplace: Missouri
Native Tongue: English
Occupation: Salesgirl
Industry: Dry Goods Store
Employer, Employee or Other: Wage Earner
Able to Read: Yes

Able to Write: Yes

Out of Work: N

Number of weeks out of work: 52
Neighbors:

Household Members:
Name Age
Robert H Smithey 65
Nora | Smithey 37
Thomas Smithey 28
Clarence Smithey 24
Mary N Smithey 22
Tish Nevins 48

Mary had an older brother, Clarence. Clarence’s occupation is listed as the proprietor of a pool room. In
The Western News of Stevensville, Montana on 9 Fed 1910, it was reported that “Pete” Smithey and
Blaine Reimel had purchased the Brunswick pool room. ” On an interesting side note, Clarence’s sister
Mary Nellie married Blaine Reimel. ®

Clarence Smithey married Mary Rose Reindeau on 3 Jun 1912 at St. Patrick’s Rectory in Silver Bow
County, Montana. We learn in this document that Rose’s first name is actually Mary. °
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Rose almost certainly met her future husband through her association with Mary Smithey, working at The
Valley Mercantile.

By the time Clarence registered for the draft in 1918, he had apparently sold his interest in the pool room.
His employer is listed as Al Hork, although he still works as a clerk in the cigar store section of the pool
room.

Clarence and Mary lived at 724 Pinckney Ave. in Hamilton. *°
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In the 1920 census, Rose and Clarence appear with Clarence’s father, who has been widowed. Clarence is
working as a salesman in a fruit store, and Rose is no longer employed. The home they live in is rented,
and still stands today. **

1920 United States Federal Census

Name: Rose Smithy
Age: 30
Birth Year: abt 1890
Birthplace: Minnesota
Home in 1920: Hamilton, Ravalli, Montana
Street: Pickney St
Residence Date: 1920
Race: White
Gender: Female
Relation to Head of House: Wife
Marital status: Married
Spouse's name: Clarence A Smithy
Father's Birthplace: Minnesota
Mother's Birthplace: Minnesota
Able to Speak English: Yes
Able to Read: Yes
Able to Write: Yes
Neighbors:
Household Members:

Name Age

Clarence A Smithy 34

Rose Smithy 30

Robert H Smithy 75

724 Pinckney St. Hamilton, Montana, circa 2019
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In the 1930 census in Hamilton, Clarence is listed as the proprietor of a cigar store. Remember on his
draft registration in 1918, he is stated to be a clerk in the cigar store in the Brunswick pool room. From
this census information, it would appear he had purchased the business. From this census, we also learn
that neither Rose not Clarence attended school, although both could read and write. 12

Name:

Birth Year:
Gender:

Race:
Birthplace:
Marital status:

Relation to Head of House:

Home in 1930:

Map of Home:

Ward of City:

House Number:
Dwelling Number:
Family Number:
Home Owned or Rented
Home Value:

Radio Set:

Lives on Farm:

Age at first Marriage:
Attended School:
Able to Read and Write:
Father's Birthplace:
Mother's Birthplace:
Able to Speak English:
Occupation:

Industry:

Class of Worker:
Employment:
Household Members:

Name

Charles A Smithey
abt 1886
Male
White
Missouri
Married
Head
Hamilton, Ravalli, Montana, USA
View Map
2
301
175
206
Rented
32
Yes
No
26
No
Yes
Missouri
Missouri
Yes
Proprietor
Cigar Store
Working on own account
Yes
Age

Charles A Smithey 44

Rose Smithey 40

In the census in 1940, the couple still lives on Pinckney St. in Hamilton Under the designation of whether
their home is owned or rented is the notation “unsettled estate.” It appears the house on Pinckney St.
belonged to Clarence’s sister, Nora. When she died intestate in 1939, the house reverted to her brothers
Thomas, Herbert, and Clarence, her sister Nell Reimel, and her sister’s children, Electa Black, and Mabel

Leisburg. *®

In 1941, Clarence and Rose sold the house at 724 Pinckney St. to Anna Feist. 14
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Clarence is now the Postmaster of the Hamilton Post Office. > He was appointed as Postmaster 4 Jun
1935, and served until he retired in July 1955. *°

Name: Clarence A Smithey
Age: 54

Estimated birth year: abt 1886

Gender: Male

Race: White

Birthplace: Missouri

Marital status: Married

Relation to Head of House: Head

Home in 1940: Ward, Ravalli, Montana
Map of Home in 1940: View Map

Street: North Eighth Rickney
House Number: 724

Farm: No

Inferred Residence in 1935: Ward, Ravalli, Montana
Residence in 1935: Same House

Resident on farm in 1935: No

Sheet Number: 13B

Number of Household in Order of Visitation: 364

Occupation: Postmaster

House Owned or Rented: Sitate [unsettled estate]
Value of Home or Monthly Rental if Rented: 1200

Attended School or College: No

Highest Grade Completed: High School, 4th year
Hours Worked Week Prior to Census: 66

Class of Worker:
Weeks Worked in 1939:

Wage or salary worker in Government work
52

Income: 2600
Income Other Sources: Yes
Neighbors:
Household Members:

Name Age

Clarence A Smithey 54
Mary Rose Smithey 52

With this new profession for Clarence, it is easy to imagine the importance of his and Rose’s place in the
life of Hamilton. The old Hamilton Post Office, now a museum, was built in 1940 at a cost of $100,000.
" The museum houses what is now a rare of a Works Project Administration mural. When these murals
were commissioned, Postmasters were often consulted about them. Clarence could have been, as
evidenced by this reference found in Flathead War Party, The Story Behind the Hamilton, Montana Post
Office Mural. It was a letter dated 2 Oct 1941, written from Edward Rowan, the head of the WPA Section
of Painting and Sculpture, to the artist, Henry J. Meloy.

“The Postmaster has been informed of your commission so you may feel free to write to him
relative to suitable subject matter, to check the mural space and to determine if there is a lighting
fixture in the space. It might be possible for you to use your Indian design in Hamilton and |
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enclose herewith a photograph for you to send to the Postmaster to see if the subject matter would
be appropriate. | should very much like to see the design carried out. I remember lunching with
you very well but do not recall which of the two gentlemen you were.”

The source further stated that “postmasters also had a high degree of influence over murals, and Section
officials frequently advised artists to consult with them before submitting designs so they could determine
what subject matter would be most positively received in the community.” *®

Flathead War Party by Henry J. Meloy, housed in the old Hamilton, Montana Post Office Museum

Rose was very active in the Hamilton Eastern Star. There are many articles about her participation in the
Missoulian throughout the 1930s and 40s, at one time named worthy matron. She was also active in the
Women’s Benefit Association of Hamilton. She was also chairman of the Ravalli County Birthday Ball in
January 1938. Rose appears to have been a very active and important member of Hamilton society.

The sale of the property Clarence inherited from his sister probably allowed the couple to purchase their
home at 405 S. 3 St. in Hamilton, where both Clarence and Rose were reported to live when they died.
They purchased the home from Maurice and Cora Wessell on 1 Nov 1941, *°



Rose died 15 Jul 1958, aged 70 years. She is buried in Riverview Cemetery, plot 4W 6 2. This
information is found at findagrave.com. %

According to her death certificate, Rose died of a heart attack. **

V8. 3A—9-57—10M

DUPLICATE FOR

ERK AND RECORDER

STATE BOARD OF HEALTM

STATE OF MONTANA

CERTIFICAFE OF DEATH

Bureav of Vital Statistics

5059

TYPE OR WRITE PLAINLY WITH UNFADING INK

This Margin Reserved for Binding

¢

Birth Ne., State Flle No,
™ J1. PLACE OF DEATH 2. USUAL mm(mmh‘ 7 Reeid
a. COUNTY a. STATE
11 — Ravalli
0. CITY, TOWN, OR LOCATION ¢. LENGTH OF STAY Vi 16| e. CITY, TOWN, OR LOCATION
Hsmilton lday. ' Hamilton
d.muun” (If not in hospital, give street eddress) d. STREET ADDRESS
INSTITUTION 2 a
€. IS PLACE OF DEATH INSIDE LIMITSY ¢. IS RESIDENCE INSIDE CITY LIMITS? 7. 15 RESIDENCE ON A FARM?
ves@ w0 ys® w0 vesO)  waf]
3 a:a 'o‘r. Firat Middle Leat 4 n&n Month Day Yeor
(Typesor Rose M. SMITHEY varn 7=15«58
S. sex 6 COLOR OR RACE 7 marrienXX] NeEVER MARRiED (][ 8 DATE OF BIRTH 9. AGE (Im years | ¥ UNCER | YEAR | UNDER 34 bt
laat o) [N Mia,
emale %h wioowen (] DIVORCED 25-1888 1" m
10a. USUAL occun’nou Give kind of work done |105. KIND OF BUSINESS OR INDUSTRY | 11. BIRTHPLACE (Stale or Jorelgn country) 12 CITIZEN OF WHAT COUNTRY?
during I wor 'hlc. even if nﬁnl)
L Housew At home Little Falls, Minn., | U.S.
13. FATHER'S NAME 14. MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME
H. Rieandeau --=-Hortense
15. WAS DECEASED EVER IN U. 5. ARMED FORCES? 16. SOCIAL SECURITY NO.|17. INFORMANT Addren
(Yea. o, o wnknoon) US wes, pive war or dates of serviee)
= e — o
18. CAUSE OF DEATH [Enter only one cause per line for (a), (5), and ().} INTERVAL BETWEEN
PART 1. DEATH WAS CAUSED BY: p ONSET AND DEATH
IMMEDIATE CAUSE (a) liyocardial Infarction 18 mose
Mlou i/ eny, DUE TO (.).
m"?‘{
I.Il.l‘:'c‘::n. Tast. DUE TO (¢).
§ PART Il. OTHER SIGMIFICANT CONDITIONS CONTRIBUTING TO DEATH BUT NOT RELATED TO THE TERMINAL DISEASE CONDITION GIVEN 1N PART 1(4) o <
ves() wo X
28 ACCIDENT SUICIDE HOMICIOE | 200. DESCRIBE HOW INJURY OCCURRED. (Ewfer nafure of injury in Part 1 or Pert 11 of em 18)
m} (m] ]
T M b e, —— — e e e ——— e e e
é 20 'nltt'r hll Month, Day, Year
’ I
204 woun occunmto 20¢. ruuo'-uunvu 9., in or ebout 20/. CITY, TOWN, OR LOCATION COUNTY STATL
WHLEAT () woTwure ()| Jerm, factery. str -d«u
AT WORK
21 1 attended the deceased trom _1/12/0 ..._z_lsm_.um. Mot otiveon  T/15/68
Death d at m on the date stated above; and to the best of my knowledge, from the causes stated.
s SIGNATURE (Degree or tirle) 220. ADDRESS 2, DATL SIGNED
s/Armon M, Meis MD | Hamilton 1, Montana ~16-58
Da :n::.&c(-“.‘nm-‘. 2% oatc 3¢ WAME OF CCMETERY OR CREMATORY 24, Lo LOCATION (Cwy, fown, or county) (Seete)
—Burial _1%.17.58 Pt R CIE—
4 Fu DIRT ADORESS DATE RECD. REG.
owling Funersl —
e S EmiNe. | T-17-0e 0.0 TFH] 290>
£




Clarence outlived Rose by quite a while. He died 16 Jan 1981, at the ripe old age of 95, apparently having
never remarried. According to his death certificate, he retired as Postmaster of Hamilton, and still lived at
405 S. 3", St.
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Usual Residence name country) WIDOWED, DIVORCED (Spoclly)
Where Decedent \Pamis, Missouri o. U.S.A. 10. Widowed 1
Oc‘:urmd in SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER USUAL OCCUPATION (Give kind of work done during | KIND OF BUSINESS OR INDUSTRY WAS DECEDENT EVER IN U. S.
i most of working life, even if retired) ARMED FORCES (Specify Yes or No)
12. 132 Post Master--Retired i3 U.S. Po :
‘ RESIDENCE STATE COUNTY CITY, TOWN, OR LOCATION INSIDE CITY LIMITS|STREET AND NI
a5 d > (Specify Yes or No)
Al 1sb_Ravalld isc._Hamilton 150_yog |1 ms_s«:..m_
\i‘g g‘ FATHER NAME FIRST MIDDLE LAST MOTHER - MAIDEN NAME FIRST MIDDLE
Q HE
T Q| H 17,
VJ L] INFORMANT - NAME (Type or Print) MAILING ADDRESS STREET OR R.F.D. NO. CITY OR TOWN STATE ZIP
=
i 182 E 18b.
| S ﬁ CEMETERY OR CREMATORY - NAME LOCATION CITY OR TOWN STA’
| L
- 5
; © 19a.  Riverview Cemetery 19b. Hamilton, Montana
5 2: BURIAL, CREMATION, REMOVAL, OTHER (Specify) MORTUARY OR OTHER - NAME AND ADDRESS
=1
2 180, Burial Powling Funeral Home-P.O.Box 666-Hamilton,Mont. 59840
H O DATE OF DISPOSITION (Month, Day, Year) PERSON IN'CHARGE OF DISPOSITION& License Number
b 2 sENdde G, Leach ¢ CZMVL #15

To be Completed by CERTIFYING PHYSICIAN Only

23a. To the best of my knowledge, death occurred at me time, dm and place and due to the | 24a. On the basis of
cause(s) stated.

To be Completed by CORONER Only
and/or i i in my opinion death

/ \ occurred at the time, date and place and due to the cause(s) stated.
/ (e / KC\{

(Signature and Title) Jow

By -..4
M.

i
M (Signature and Title) J» / / / 1/ ¢

_;::)ﬁlm,‘. b

w i DATE SIGNED (Month, Day, Year) / THOUR OF DEATH DATE SIGNED (Month, Day, Year) HOUR OF DEATH
Q
~~ 6 F 23b. o 2341s 30 P, M |24b. 24c. M
4 S e NAME OF AV7520A8 PHYSICIAN IF OTHER THAN CERTIFIER (Type or Print) PRONOUNCED DEAD (Mo., Day, ¥r) | PRONOUNCED DEAD (Hour)
>
Z L H 23d. 24d. ON 24e. AT M
< ° H
H> . i NAME AND ADDRESS OF CERTIFIER (PHYSICIAN OR CORONER) (Type or Print)
Z < ¢
=Gl 73 5
I e LOGAL REGISTRAR KL REGISTRAR (Mo., Day, Yr.)
(= s ¢
B° 5 & | Loy Josephine Iten Tefft 260. January 20, 1981
a ; § 5| / 27. IMMEDIATE CAUSE (ENTER ONLY ONE CAUSE PER LINE FOR (a), (b). AND (c)) Inforval betwoen onset & death
= E e PART | (a) |
g2 = A BUE 6, oRAGRBINSEQUERSHSE: '.-sumh:mths
w 8 ke < ' ® |
| ®) rlete
| DUE TO, Ol ISP TeTS Interval between onset & death
CAUSE OF (©) Wb S haalitih i T O A QU
DEATH PART Il OTHER SIGNIFICANT CONDITIONS - Conditions contributing to death but not related to cause given in Part I(a) [ AUTOPSY (Specity |WAS CASE REFERRED TO CORONER?
Yes or No) (Specity Yes or No)
; 29.
ACCIDENT, SUICIDE, HOMICI
BT SUIG/E; HOMICIOE, UNOET.DATE OF INJURY (Mo., Day, Yr.)| HOUR OF INJURY [ DESCRIBE HOW INJURY GCCURRED.
30a. 30b. 30c. M|30d.
' INJURY AT WORK (Specify Yes or No) PLACE OF INJURY - At home, farm, stree.factar. ofice [LOCATION: STREET OR RF.D. NO.  CITY OR TOWN STATE
iny pecit




405 S. 3" St., Hamilton, Montana

Clarence is buried with Rose at Riverview Cemetery, beneath a joint headstone. %
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HAROLD DOPFER

BORN 10 JUNE 1896, WHITESTOWN, INDIANA
DIED 23 JAN 1973, MISSOULA, MONTANA



Harold Dopfer was born 10 June 1896, to Henry/Harry Dopfer and Emma Edith Bell, in Whitestown,
Indiana. She was born in Indiana about 1870, and Henry was born about 1869 in Canada. Henry
emigrated into the U.S. from Canada in 1887. His parents were German. Emma Edith’s parents were both
from the U.S.

Henry and Emma Edith married about 1895. This is according to census data, as | was unable to locate
their marriage record. Where they married is unknown. On his birth certificate, Harold is listed as their
first child. Harold had a sister named Sarah, born about 1900 in Montana. She married William G.
Thompson in Montana in 1923.

In 1900, Harold and his family were in Anaconda, Montana. Harold’s father was working as a dry goods
salesman. Edith’s mother lived with the family. %

1900 United States Federal Census

Name: Harry Dopfer
Age: 32

Birth Date: May 1868
Birthplace: Canada
Home in 1900: Anaconda, Deer Lodge, Montana
Ward of City: 1

Street: West Park
House Number: 610

Sheet Number: 7

Number of Dwelling in Order of Visitation: 148

Family Number: 150

Race: White
Gender: Male
Immigration Year: 1888
Relation to Head of House: Head

Marital status: Married
Spouse's name: Edith Dopfer
Marriage Year: 1895

Father's Birthplace:
Mother's Birthplace:

Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania

Years in US: 12

Naturalization: Yes

Occupation: Dry Goods Salesman
Months Not Employed: 0

Can Read: Yes

Can Write: Yes

Can Speak English: Yes

House Owned or Rented: R

Farm or House: H

Household Members:
Name Age
Harry Dopfer 32
Edith Dopfer 30
Harold Dopfer 4
Teresa Dopfer 6/12
Sarah E Bell 53


https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=55209819
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=55209820
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=55209821
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=55209822
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=55209823

The earliest reference to Harold outside of a census appears in the Missoulian in 1902. Harold lost two
fingers while sledding. His father is named as a salesman for the Missoula Mercantile Company. 2

MAIMED FOR LIFE.

Harry Dopfer Loses Two Fingers in
a Coasting Accident.
Harold, the 7-year-old son of Mr,
and Mrs. Harry Dopfer, was the vie-
tim of a serious accident yesterday
while coasting, and as a result loses
two fingers of the right hand. The lit-
tle fellow with a companion was de-
scending a hill on a sled in the Rat-
tlesnake district. The descent was
steep and their mount became unman-
ageable and slewed from the open
course. A post was encountered and
‘the full force of the blow was deliv-
ered upon the hand of Harold, that
member being caught between the
sled and post. The father is in the
employ of the Missoula Mercantile
company as salesman. ;

Harold appears in the Missoulian again in 1907. He and another boy were up to some high-jinx and there
was an accident. This boy must have been a real hellion growing up! %

TWO SMALL BOYS SCALDED
BY BURSTING OF OLD CAN

Harold Dopfer, 12 years old, and
Frank Hay, 11 years, were seriously
scalded yesterday afternoon whll‘v
playing with an old ecan and were
making a steam boiler of it on a bon-
fire when the can exploded, Young
Dopfer was scalded on the face and
Hay was burned about the arms and
legs.




On 20 Oct 1909, The Western News, Stevensville, Montana, announced that H.D. Dopfer had arrived in
Hamilton to take over as manager of the Valley Mercantile dry goods department. *°

On the 1910 census at Hamilton, Montana, Henry “Dapper” is listed as a manager of a dry goods store.

The name Dopfer was challenging to almost all who wrote it and it is misspelled in various ways.

1910 United States Federal Census

Name:

Age in 1910:

Birth Year:
Birthplace:

Home in 1910:
Street:

Race:

Gender:
Immigration Year:
Relation to Head of House:
Marital status:
Spouse's hame:
Father's Birthplace:
Mother's Birthplace:
Native Tongue:
Occupation:
Industry:

Employer, Employee or Other:

Home Owned or Rented:
Farm or House:
Naturalization Status:
Able to Read:

Able to Write:

Years Married:

Out of Work:

Number of weeks out of work:

Neighbors:

Household Members:
Name
Henry Dapper
Emma E Dapper
Harold U Dapper
Sarah T Dapper

Age
41
40
13
10

27

Henry Dapper
[Henry Dapher]
[Henry Dopper]
41

abt 1869
Canada English
Hamilton Ward 2, Ravalli, Montana
Fifth Street
White

Male

1887

Head

Married

Emma E Dapper
Germany
Germany
English
Manager

Dry Goods Store
Wage Earner
Rent

House

NA

Yes

Yes

15

N

0

Dry goods are generally defined as fabrics, ready-to-wear clothing, and personal toiletries.

Research revealed Henry was the manager of the dry goods department of the Valley Mercantile. The
Valley Mercantile as such opened in 1909. It was known earlier as the 1% Bitter Root Development
Company, later belonged to Anaconda Mining, and Anaconda Copper Mining. It was essentially Marcus
Daly’s “company store,” supplying workers with hardware, clothing, dry goods, etc. The article below


javascript:OremMetaData.DoOrem(15281870)
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1910USCenIndex&indiv=try&h=15281870
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1910USCenIndex&indiv=try&h=167615351
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1910USCenIndex&indiv=try&h=167615352
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1910USCenIndex&indiv=try&h=167615353

from the Western News in Stevensville, Montana, published 1 May 1910, names the heads of the

departments of the Valley Mercantile. *®
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The Various Departments. ;

The clothing departments were consolidated early
this season in the building occupied by the Valley
Clothing company. Here under one roof is founad
one of the most complete stocks of clothing and
gentlemen’s furnishings in Montana. Nothing has
been overlooked from evening dress to the sturdy
working man’s overalls, and under the efficient
management of Leighton Stewart this department
will certainly continue its remarkable growth.

The shoe department has acquired much needed
space by the change and the stock has been greatly
enlarged until it is now most tastefully displayed in
an entire store building. Charles Butterfield, who
has been in charge of this department during the
improvement, has done a great deal to build up the
reputation of the various complete lines of footwear
carried by the Valley Mercantile company.

The drygoods department, in charge of Harry
Dopfer, has doubled its stock during the past year,
necessitating the establishment of a separate ready-
made suit department on the second floor, under the
management of Miss Helen Lockwood. .

The millinery department, enlarged and remod-
eled, has recently been put under the management
of Miss Robinson, who comes to Hamilton with an
enviable reputation for displaying artistic millinery.

The hardware department has grown remarkably
with the building activity in and about Hamilton,
and Manager H. A. Stewart is justly proud of the

Lkl el P Ldmeree ~awd akall hawdarawa an Adico

This i.s a full-page ad for The Valley Mercantile Company Department Store, from 01 May 1910. It
contains photos of the stores departments. | believe Henry Dopfer is likely pictured in the Dry Goods
photo, marked with an arrow. *



PAGE ONE

THE WESTERN NEWS

The Valley Mercantile Company Department Store, Hamilton, Mont.
“The Big Store With Little Prices.”

1. STORE BUILDING, 2. HARNESS AND MACHINERY DEPARTMENT. 3. HARDWARE DEPARTMENT. 4. SECTION OF MILLINERY DE-
PARTMENT. 5. GROCERY DEPARTMENT. 6. DRY GOODS DEPARTMENT. 7. FURNITURE DEPARTMENT. 8. GENERAL OF-
FICE. 9 SHOE DEPARTMENT. 10. CLOAK AND SUIT DEPARTMENT. 11. GENTLEMEN'S CLOTHING DEPARTMENT.




An up-close view of the photo in the Valley Mercantile ad.



In 1910, the Valley Mercantile burned. This article from the Daily Missoulian, October 22, 1910,
describes the firefight and the devastation afterwards. *

* BITTER AOOT'S METROPOLIS
 SUFFERS CREAT FIRE LOSS

Building, Stock and Fixtures of Valley Mer-‘

cantile Company Are Ruined.

BITIER RooT Oy -
UFFERS BY FIRE.

(Continued From Page One.)

 DAMAGE AMOUNTS TO QUARTER MILLION DOLLARS
| Blaze of Unknown drigin Discovered Above Boiler and;; —_—
Soon Bursts Through Roof—Is Soon Got Under | 7800, Bt ot 0 e |

Control by City and Company Fire Depart- \

ments---Missoula Offers Assistance,

|ugu possibly being of greater extent,
| The residents of Hamilton fee! much
| gratified. over the splendid response |,

| ' made by the people of Missoula when |,
| an appeal for help was sent them
Hamilton, Oct. 21.—(Speclal.)—Fire  with hydrants, and the pump at the! [ early this morning. The Missoula
nl-n'nnp:(-t;“ly gutted the Jarge st e‘nf mill cprovided all the extra p ru; Chamber of Commerce responded
he Valley Mercantile company this possible, By 9 o'clock the fire was > b S anratn ey g R
morning. and for a time it “"as )fl'ill'l'l] ivvll controlled and all anxiety in ro- | llln.mpll_\ '0, h(u.n ALY “d,t, 1 hl.ni fm|
that most of the business portion of gard to the spreading of the flames | I"m“'ﬁﬂm‘e‘ and ‘]T]_”‘h()r i haslivi
the eity, including several new blocks, | was at an end. ' | prompt  response from Mayor Logan.
would be reduced to a mass of wreck- It was soon learned that a special
age. By prompt action on the part! Records Saved. train had left Missoula for Hamilton
| of the fire department and many will-| A1l of the buggies, implements and [# with fire equipment and assistance.
ing hands outside of the department, automobile : were removed to ! As soon as the great danger was
the fire was confined to the company's (he company’s warchouses as soon ""‘In passed the train  was stopped at
building, and was finally controlled. |the fire was discovered, the blaze not F '
but not until the entire second floor | «preading to that department, as the | Y~ SRISEVING: 73 b
had been consumed by the flames, Sconal stary exXtends. Gulv 180 ""i Manager [Yisk stated lhi's :lll«‘l"lllml\;
Oriat’ Unikinemwet | that part of the building. Al of the | (| that N": company would immediately |
¢ | records, books, typewriters and office open its offic in the Bitter Root
The origin of the fire is not posi- | equipment were removed by the clerks Stock Farm office. As soon as pos- |
tively known, although its center| upon theiy arrival. The rest of the sible a large force of men will be pat
secemed to be above the three large|large stock was either consumed by at work clearing away the wreckage |
boilers that heat the building and other | flames or rendered worthless by water, and getting things in. shape  for the !
business houses of the city. Some|The clothing department of the .store Vi rork !
people advance the theory that the fire is in a separate building under the “"""”" WOorK. P A .‘!
was caused by combustion of dust| ope house, so was not damaged in The large stgek is the property ”“.
dabove the hoi When discovered | the least. the Daly estate, having passed, little]
the flames were roaring up the eleva-! A trip through the interior of the more than a year ago, into Ulcil';
tor shaft to the rear of the grocery| building this afl Is a waste hands, the Anaconda Copper Mining|
department, and had spread to the rear| of destructioh of wreck- company then being in charge of the |
of the furniture department on the| a floor several inches |'ll“ill"""‘ W. O. Fisk has been at the
second floor. | On the second floor | § S e e e |
The blaze was discovered by Night|the furniture, carpet, millinery and head of the store since ils manage-
Watehman Frank Cothrell at about 7 cloak and suit departments are total ment was assumed by the estite, !
o'clock, and he at once notified J. J. ! wrecks. A large part of the stock is e |
Grush and 1. L. Leonard, who rushed | burnt and blackencd by fire and pre- Missoula Sends Aid.
to the city hall and gave the alarm.!sents a sorry spectacle. Costly furni- Missoula did her best in offering to|
The fire departments of the city and|ture is burnt to a crisp; ¢arpets partly assist Hamilton in the fire _.,“"mi““.“
the Anaconda Copper Mining company | burned and soaked with charcoal and| and the fire department was ‘-‘]I«‘l‘(lillﬁ‘
were promptly on hand and soon one | water. The sunslight streams into the| A G prtEes L oy AL Mo ';
of the fiercest fights ever waged| wreckage and debrig, as most of the |, on its way to the valley town wher |
against flames in this city was on. |roof of the large building has disap- [/ Word was flashed along the line that
Soon the streets were crowded with peared. Shattered timbers and sheets || the fire was under control and that|
most of the city's population, every|of tin hang over the waste, making a fextra equipment W not needed, ‘
one feeling that the entire husine ‘rumph'x m of what was once ono H The word was received by Chief Fox|
gection was doomed he entire ab-lof the finest stocks of goods in west- | at 7 o'clock and within 20 minutes |

partments were thick with smoke, it|rear of the grocery department suf-

hour later, and the special, consisting

sence of wind assisted materially p
||,1: irro:(::}lt|:. “r,.,z‘,",:u Byt e Montand ' ¢ the fire engine and 1,200 feet of hose |
S Damage Is Great. :‘.wmw on the freight depot platform |

PISuIt. fogLiabste, On the first floor the flames have [yl ready to be loaded on a car. )

When the department arrived thelgone but jittle damage, but everything|p| Logan had asked the railway mmp:mﬂ
entire Interior of the dry goods, shoe,| s ruined by the water, which soaked|s|| for a special car and engine, but thlsl
hardware, grocery and implement de-|in streams through the ceiling. The| || wag pot furnished until mcre than an !
|

being difficult to locate the fire. At|fered some from the flames, which ate
that time the flames had not shown| their way from the elevator shaft.

themselves above the roof, but soon All of the walls of the building are g
burst above the building, and heavy intact, but present a blackened appear- | w
clouds of smoke, that were easily seen|ance, most of the window frames of |
in all the cities of the valley, rolled toi the second floor being badly burned. W
the ekies. As the windows were| W, O, Fisk, manager of the store, |y
broken to get the hose into the second stated this noon that the damage to |,
floor, the flames burst from the open-| the building and the heavy stock would | g
ings. When the center of the fire was| amount to $250,000. The loss is partly
located, several streams of water wr\roicu\'v-rml by insurance that aggregates |y
goon plying on the flames, Every
available foot of hose was connected

(Continued on Page Three.)

cl
= | nd

of one car, an engine and a caboose,
'did not get away until after the pas-
! senger train. When once on the move,
however, it made good time and over-
took the passenger train at Stevens-
ville. Here, however, the word was
received that the fire was under con-

i
trol at Hamilton and that the Mis- |
,soula fighting apparatus and rnn-pi
would not be needed. The special!

then returned to Missounla |



Harold Dopfer married Edith Ross of Missoula, Montana on 29 Sept 1916 in Helena, Montana. Note that

Harold is now living in Missoula, Montana. | believe it is likely that the fire in 1910 precipitated a move
for the entire family.
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MARRIAGE LICENSE

STATE OF MONTANA, COUNTY OF LEWIS AND CLARK

To Any Person Authorized to Solemnize Aarviages, Greeting:

You are hereby authorized to |mn in_lawful wedlock and 1o celebrate within this Countl the rites and ceremo ies of marriage

i A Hﬂ Lathu k... L Uidattiln., £ endzca.
Aged...... 2L yeans 7 Z". months, days. _Color. zl%u’r
Bom at Vymzfmu »Zu/ a ) Lot

Previomj married. ... SO U—
Son of... ‘%/‘H/ //73& ...His mother's maiden name was. /V//// L/ [—le
And . ér/ // fx JJ of ///¢¢Jﬂ-1¢/(r ;){'/))L/r(”ﬂ
days, Color AT e

2

Aged /ln
Born at L AL

S o/ x ;;ﬁt_ ............................ LLLE.... Previously margied.........
Daughter of. ézﬁ(/?ﬂ/ Ui Aol 's mai 2

Her mother's maiden name was... &2 222222 <A\ -

and this shall be your good and sufficient warrant therefor.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and official seal, this 27 /j

day of ALeflirndit i A DN Lo
~ =Kl
(SeaL) ¥ o §P e YO0 Clerk.
/ 5 j? N
By. a/jf/ ¥ DAy,
/71

Deputy.

MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE

STATE OF MONTANA, )
ss.
CounTy oF LEwis AND CLARK. §
This cuhﬁcs}gl the undersigned, a2 Mm// Rl N
¢

y) = e
did on the... ¢77/// day/of Deph A.D. 191 soc et 2224

join in lawful wedlock.. 99( ll/.l?‘ J A(Vf (. gg/% = 7
with their mutual consent, in the presence of. / ”"(c/ (/F and.. WI/;A /»6!*’

QZZ‘/{”@% B @;n

, MWu =
- /K’Z ...day af...Jf/IM? - N 0L,

A 7 gﬁﬂ S Officiating.
{ / /

Filed for reéonl (901 /7% A.D. 191 [

..... Tl e
s [ﬁa/& -




The reason for Harold’s marriage was a daughter, born 12 Jul 1916! *

U.S., Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007

Name: Geraldine M Lawr
[Geraldine M Dopfer]

Gender: Female

Race: White

Birth Date: 12 Jul 1916
Birth Place: Missoula Mis, Montana
Death Date: 9 Aug 2004

Father: Harold Dopfer
Mother: Edith Ross
SSN: 545214816

Notes: 14 Apr 1972: Name listed as GERALDINE M LAWR
According to the Social Security Death Index, Geraldine died in California 9 Aug 2004. *
Harold’s marriage did not last long. When Harold registered for the WWI Draft 5 June 1918, his nearest

relative is his mother, not his wife. We can also see from this document the physical calamity that had
struck Harold. He had lost two fingers on his left hand. This disqualified him for military service.


https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=60901
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?viewrecord=1&r=an&db=Numident&indiv=try&h=624563761
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?viewrecord=1&r=an&db=Numident&indiv=try&h=774563761

BT :
Serml No. 70 . : . Registration No. --.96

1 Nlmomlull___,__/s/LZ//ﬂ/(/_“"""“” & / _‘_'”'_”_ : lAt'.lly‘n.

(';lvma e}

2 Home

address __Z
!

3 Date of birth . ,‘7’4 4l =7 PR /ﬂ

oHthi il (ii;g_;-!

l Wihieie wife / QC’ " / .
4 rot hotn 7, / L. O e 20 1# X L e [ \./' // 5
‘ 1y or fown) . tonate) (\mwm)
B 1. A native of the Urited Stafes,
turalized citisen,

(Strike out lines or words not applicahle)

‘ 1 net n eitizen, rl what Nation Are yau a n izen or aubject !

: :.;r‘lll:;:'la'co 3 / { e/(}/ I/ / //”ZA 2 C.—O

(¢ i!\ nrln r[)
N

Name of
employer

Place of I
employment ..., & A {’ (,{ / <7

(( ll) ur rlown)

Name of
nearest relalive

Address of /
nearost relative. . /. .._‘3 ...----C.) \ Gyl ‘Ml i /e
Nao.) (hlrm»l) S ((VHJ,});:AM_\”\_H) SR (lenor Nmium

1” Raco- Wlmv-,qulldmn Orienink
l . Btrike ont words not applic: able) e h s |

I affirm that 1 have verifiod above anawera and (hnt they are true.

srfet
{(Signatare or Mar, nlA%ranl)




RECISTRAR’S REPORT

et i o5 “Slender
Medium Vladivmr—
Short-

(Strike ont words not npplicable)

Color of ayes . /\'7/7 0( LA ol Color of hair .. /lg /JI N/

Has perean lost arm, leg, band, eye, or iz ha

iul?b ly pbyxxcaﬂ?nbﬁod (specify) ? g

I certify that my answers are true; that tho rcnon registered has read his own answeeeg
that I have witnessed his signaiure, and that all of hia answersof which [ have knowiedgs,
are true, except aa follows:

PRV A“AA. ’htl‘ C. )

gl //f ..........

(Daie t l ..\.,...\Arxuun )

LOCAL BoAnp FBR THE
HUETY OF RISSOULA
STLTE of HONTANA,

(Stamp of L-c:1 Board.)

{Thastamp of tho local board having jurisdiction of the area
in which the registrant has his permanent home chall be placed
in this box,)




In the 1920 census in Missoula, Montana, Harold is listed as divorced, living with his parents, and
working as a railroad mechanic. Mechanics may have been his first employment. Interestingly, on this
census his father is now using the name Harry, which is how he was referred to in the Western News
article. *

1920 United States Federal Census

Name: Herold Dopfer
Age: 23
Birth Year: abt 1897
Birthplace: lowa
Home in 1920: Missoula, Missoula, Montana
Street: East Spruce
Residence Date: 1920
Race: White
Gender: Male
Relation to Head of House: Son
Marital status: Divorced
Father's name: Harry Dopfer
Father's Birthplace: Canada
Mother's name: Edith Dopfer
Mother's Birthplace: India [Indiana]
Able to Speak English: Yes
Occupation: Machinst
Industry: Railroad
Employment Field: Wage or Salary
Able to Read: Yes
Able to Write: Yes
Neighbors:
Household Members:

Name Age

Harry Dopfer 51

Edith Dopfer 49

Herold Dopfer 23

Sarah Dopfer 20

By 1929, Harold had begun to further his education. According to the U.S. City Directory for Missoula,
Montana, Harold was a student at the University of Montana. He still lived with his parents. 34


https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1920usfedcen&indiv=try&h=85109195
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1920usfedcen&indiv=try&h=85109196
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1920usfedcen&indiv=try&h=85109197
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1920usfedcen&indiv=try&h=85109198
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DONOHUE'S

A Price that Represents
Both Here! Phone 2151
9%

MISSOULA CITY DIRECTORY (1829

: e shrise

DONOHUE DANIEL J (Kate H), Pres D J Donohue Co, h
1400 Gerald av, Tel 2815

Donovan Chas H (Margt A; Donovan & Hickey) h538 S 3d
w

A QUALITY GENUINE
A SERVICE HELPFUL

DONOHUE’S

Donovan Michl A (Mary A:; Donovan’s Bakery) h338 W
Ald

er

Donovan & Hickey (Chas H Donovan, Thos F Hickey) cigars
135 N Higgins av

Donovan’s Bakery (Michl A Donovan) 204 S 3d W

Donovan’s Bakery (Michl A Donovan, Mrs Jeanette H Ray)
402 Woody

Dool Chas A (Charlotte E; Buster Brown Shoe Store) h234
McLeod av

Dooley Ralph E (Honora) sausagemkr J R Daily Co h502 N
5th W

Dooresh I‘{;;len M opr Mtn States Tel & Teleg Co r1526 S

5t

Doores Howard R carp r1526 S 5th av

Doores Levin A bldg contr 1526 S 5th W r do

Dopher Harold student U of M r228 E Spruce

Dopher Henry (Edith) clk M M Co h228 E Spruce

Doracil John lab r224 S 1st E

D'Orazi Albert clk Giovanni D’Orazia r716 W Pine

D’Orazi Giovanni (Rosa) agt Cunard Steamship Co Ltd gro
546 Woody h716 W Pine

D'Orazi Helen E bkpr Giovanni D’Orazia r716 W Pine

D'Orazi Jos F student U of M r716 W Pine

Dore Lee F aged 33 died Nov 25 1928

Dore M Glaydis (wid Lee F) h1026 Cooper

Dorian Studio (Ace E Woods) photogs 509 Smead-Simons

bldg

Dorman Chas F slsmn M M Co r Elks Temple

Dorothy Apartments 133 Alder

Dorsey S Thos (Jamsie) porter H O Bell Co h817 Wolf av

Dorval Celinda Mrs age 66 died Aug 18 1928

Donﬁxl John lab Missoula White Pine Sash Co r1619 Phil-

ps

Dotson Everett E driver Bitter Root Trans Line h726 w
Broadway

Dotson Jos L r726 W Broadway

Dotter Oscar student U of M r107 S 3d W

Doucett Frank (Zoe) furn rms 317 Woody h do

Douds Al r Palace Hotel

Dougherty Thos F (Jennie) ins h715 Beckwith av

Douglass Dorothy F student U of M r908 Vine

Douglass Wm E (Dorothy) eng h908 Vine

Dove Marjorie student U of M r Corbin Hall

Dove Virginia student U of M r643 Beckwith av

Dow Bernice r317 Woody

Dow Chas L (Ethel E) chf airmn h1215 Bulwer

Dowd John J (Emily G) asst cash NPRyCo h1234 Philip

Dowin Max cook r4l1 W Alder

Downing John E (Bethana L) lab NPRy h521 S 1st W

Downing Ralph W (Hermina) constable W H Jones h624
Phillips

Downs F Roy (Marie A) mtrmn Missoula Public Service Co h
1661 S Tth W

4

Missoula
Tombstone
Company

Large Derrick
and Other
Facilities

Enable
Us to
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Work of Any
or Size
Description
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Fourth East

MISSOULA
MONT.

PHONE
2031

Ask
Whisler

(F. H. Whisler)
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Loans
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ADDRESS:

24
Higgins BIk.

Phone 4410




On the census in 1930 in Missoula, Harold is still working as a mechanic, this time on cars, living with
his parents. | assume he was working while attending school. His father is listed as a salesman in a dry
goods store. From all available data, it appears Harold’s mother never worked outside the home. *

1930 United States Federal Census

Name: Harold Dopher
Birth Year: abt 1897
Gender: Male
Race: White
Birthplace: lowa
Marital status: Single
Relation to Head of House: Son
Home in 1930: Missoula, Missoula, Montana, USA
Map of Home: View Map
Street address: East Sprice Street
Ward of City: 47
House Number: 228
Dwelling Number: 81
Family Number: 106
Attended School: No
Able to Read and Write: Yes
Father's Birthplace: Canada
Mother's Birthplace: Indiana
Able to Speak English: Yes
Occupation: Mechanic
Industry: Auto repair
Class of Worker: Wage or salary worker
Employment: Yes
Household Members:
Name Age
Henry Dopher 61
E Edith Dopher 60
Harold Dopher 33

Harold’s father Henry Dopher died 12 Apr 1930 in Missoula, Montana.* He is buried in the Missoula
Cemetery, and his plot is Grave 4, Lot 14, Block 14A, Inter # 04700. This information comes from
Findagrave.com. ¥

On the 1940 census, Harold is still living with his widowed mother. His profession, however, has
changed. He is listed as a teacher of drafting with the CCC. This was the Civilian Conservation Corps, a
public work relief program that operated from 1933 to 1942 in the United States for unemployed,
unmarried men. The program was started as a way to assist young men aged 17-25 find work during the
Great Depression. So Harold was using his newly acquired drafting skills as a teacher. *®

Name: Harold Dopher
Age: 43

Estimated birth year: abt 1897
Gender: Male

Race: White


javascript:TGN.Ancestry.Search.RecordMap.showMap('recordMap','Missoula,%20Missoula,%20Montana');
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1930usfedcen&indiv=try&h=106297846
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1930usfedcen&indiv=try&h=106297861
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1930usfedcen&indiv=try&h=106297860

Birthplace:

Marital status:

Relation to Head of House:
Home in 1940:

Map of Home in 1940:
Street:

Inferred Residence in 1935:
Residence in 1935:
Resident on farm in 1935:
Sheet Number:
Occupation:

Attended School or College:
Highest Grade Completed:

Hours Worked Week Prior to Census:

Class of Worker:
Weeks Worked in 1939:

Income:

Income Other Sources:

Neighbors:

Household Members:
Name Age
Emma E Dopher 69

Harold Dopher_ 43

lowa

Divorced

Son

Missoula, Missoula, Montana
View Map

S 5th East

Missoula, Missoula, Montana
Same House

No

1A

Teacher Of Drafting

No

High School, 4th year

42

Wage or salary worker in Government work
52

1700

No


javascript:TGN.Ancestry.Search.RecordMap.showMap('recordMap','Missoula,%20Missoula,%20Montana');
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1940usfedcen&indiv=try&h=79528341
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1940usfedcen&indiv=try&h=79528342
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|platting government

Harold’s work with the CCC was reported

Alberton CCC
Camp Features
‘Drafting Work

Below appears another article of a
Missoulian series on CCC facilities.
Written by CCC officials, the articles
reveal what this government program
has to offer young men between the
ages of 17 and 23.

A drafting de;;rtment for CCC

enrollees is maintained by the For-
est Service at the camp of CCC
company 1962 at Alberton. The de-
partment is not, as would be ex-
pected, a school or course in draft-
ing. Enrollees are not students:
they are apprentice draftsmen do-|
ing actual jobs which are sent from
the regional office in Missoula.|
Work consists of a variety of sub-
jects, among which are maps of
recreational areas, timber surveys,|
land office
surveys, map mounting and other
miscellaneous jobs. I

Of course the average enrollee
can not undertake items of such
importance, and involving so much
expense. Therefore volunteers are
accepted from those youths who
have shown interest and talent for

‘[such work. This type of work re-
'|quires good eyesight and a steady

hand. ‘

Operations are under the immedi-
ate supervision of Harold Dopfer, a
competent draftsman, who gives the

lon-the-job {instruction to trainees

and keeps everything functioning
smoothly.

The present building, 20 by 120
feet, has a supply room, spray room.’

mounting room, lavatory facilities

‘
|
|

'and the main office. A major part|

of the wall area is glass, thus pro-|
viding sufficient light for closei

|drafting work.

The building has a capacity of 20
desks, each of which has an adjust-

on in the Missoulian on 18 Nov 1941, ¥

able lamp and a large drawer, Of
course all the necessary paper, pen=
clls, ink and other essentials are
provided.

Special equipment in use includes
several mechanical lettering paper
cutters, alphabhet manuals and other
items designed to fill requirements
of a draftsman, ‘

A high percentage ot trainees is|
made up of high school gx'a,duates.l
representing the highest type of |
American youth




In 1944, T found Harold’s mother Emma Edith applied for a delayed birth certificate from lowa for
Harold. I didn’t understand why she would be applying for it until more information came to light. Why
Harold suddenly needed his birth certificate at the age of 47 was a bit mysterious.

IT

IS BEING RECORDED THAT THE PERSON SIGNING THE

TS VALUE UPON THE UNQUESTIONED KNOWLEDGE OF THE FACTS GIVEN.
AFFIDAVIT SHOW CLEARLY AND FULLY THE BASIS FOR HIS KNOWLEDGE IN THE SPACE PROVIDED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

LARGELY DEPENDS FOR I
OST IMPORTANCE TO THE PERSON WHOSE BIRTH

AN AFFIDAVIT OF BIRTH

THEREFORE OF THE UTM

18

IOWA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH—DIVISION OF VITAL STATISTICS
BIRTH CERTIFICATE A

(Explanation) 3 ,‘ L : j
In past years many birth records were not filed at the time of birth as provided by statiite, due to the neglect of those
charized with the duty of  flling said record. This aflidavit is provided to take care of such cases and may be executed by the

attenditye physician, mi; ’“ﬁ arént; nearest relative or other person having full knowledge of the facts of this birth. NOT AC-
CEPTABLE IF SIGNED BY'THE PARTY FOR WHOM IT IS MADE,
- i i i AFFIDAVIT i
( " PR ER Y s SHGLIOU ( €&
1, ..—J B3) LIV R LS Lt DD h,f("r s being duly sworn, depose and say that I am . S _years
', 8 S, 5th St. B
ofuge;thatd kuve knoun won named herein for 4 "_Y.._yean: tat I reside at L1218 5. OtD e
LY 0L S LG L P, SN
i the! COUNTY OR.oet e i v . STATE OF st : that tie answers
given to the following questions are true and correct as [ verily beliave.
T w1 A e basila
FULL NAME OF CHILD . i Sihle dohas it o _
Nenton Tintn
PLACE OF BIRTH: STATE OF IOWA, COUNTY OF. > 24 CITY OF. neon
TN ars
___TOWNSHIP OF ? STREET. 'r €r3on %
Sax:"gf Twin, t;lplot. Numb:rbl':thord" Legitimate 1 Q9
or other o Date of v ‘ N ¢
17 firat e 8 ‘blr!h June: 1.0 B 6
) x * Month Day Year
(To be snswered only in
event of plural births)
Name of physicians, midwife, % R = .
or other person attending Dy . . Vhitnevw
ut this birth - = —
FATHER MOTHER
Nan T Mot
T - . alden L
ame lenryv Donfer Name Trrne Teith Bell
Birthplace
State or Country Birthplace Y
Neustedd, Ontorio, CrnsF e Stateop Couplly v..on  Tn irfne
Color Color
i Age at time of Age at time of
! this birth 28 Years Tr this birth °6 Years
Occupation at time Oeccupation at time
o fmshcs Cloxlk T e R EY e

1ather of anplicent

That the basis of my knowledge for answers given above is as follows

= f — r e, 1‘,
(Sign Hno)M_M_AMM\ IMother
Name Relationship

Ilont: no Missoule 00

STATE OF.

On this day of. ~ 199 %, vetore me comes LB P TN
und makes oath that the ln{ufyﬂon given in this instrument subscr, oy )him is true and co
/. <
-,

. ,_ - Notaty Public in and for— 27 'Z(. _

My commissjop 7 J \ mt 4

expires__ & A ow@__
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Signature % 'y/‘ . .
& TIowa County Registrar - M.D.
7 y,
OR & 4 // g (State Registrar) RIS )
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(Acting Director




By this point in Harold’s story I had begun to wonder if he had ever remarried. But then I found a
marriage record for him in 1944. He married Myrtle Powell. That explained the need for the birth
certificate.

! No.

MARRIAGE LICENSE

StATE oF MoNTANA,
County or Mssoura.

TO ANY PERSON AUTHORIZED TO SOLEMNIZE MARRIAGES—GREETING:

You are hereby authorized fo join in lawfu} wedlogk and celebrate within this County the rites and ceremonies of Mogriage between

| Haeidd i e mam wiow s o LR
whose residence is '.{./'-’r-'l,:'\’f—',/, . 5 vokose oge is, 8. 4/12/96 ... yaars.
Born at . VT oo iniisirmnne e oWy o il pand
State of — - Doon provisusly married o divorosd.

rf His Father’s Christian and Surname—is~was. - 7

’ His Mother’s Christian_gnd Maiden name was. LA OUZ . K.

I’ and / 7 .a woman, whose color is . whoge residence

| is. i whose ago is. 7. (=% T .years,

" Born at ........... Clmnede 0. , County of ... LA T T, _.and ,

| 7 - ! = ¢ ren aheased.
State of ... Sy 4 2L T .. ey and who has. _.been previously married or-divorcsd-
Her Pather's Christion and Surname—ie<vas .... // ‘ 64«,,/7/ Ued.. 1..“,;(...‘.&1

e L.

Her Mother’s Christian and Maiden name was ............

Both parties being legally competent to enter into such contract( of marriage. And this shall be your good and sufficient warrant

therefor.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunfo set my hand and official seal,
this. i, D. 19.. s
(Smar)
Cleyk District Court.
By 3
Deputy.
STATE oF MONTANA,
as
Couxty or Missouta. 4=
THIS 18 TO CERTIFY, That the yndersigned, G..........cowuiun L L.
d did, on the.. Y 4.7 oy of ... Xz 4. D 04

\| at .
join in lawoful sgdlock -

(i

ko i the said County of Missoula, and State of Montana,

4 ond .with their mutual cghsent.
O [ 77%
In the presencé of. .. L ibuso..........Witnesses.
In the prasence of
] 7
K -2 /) ¥
~]/ ol AT Witnesses.
i [Ho.... 55 line.
- » D ) 47, i 5
and Sulbpde . L. ML Lo
| WITNESS my hand this. KL, ...oday of 10,777 S I -4
£ h )
JAL,. /.
e -




I also found their wedding announcement in the Missoulian on 25 Jun 1944, %

& s
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I_also found a record in the Missoula City Directory in 1945 which listed him with wife Myrtle. Harold is
listed as a draftsman for the US Forest Service, and Myrtle is an accountant for them. I did not find
Harold’s mother Emma Edith in this Directory, although records confirm she was still living in 1945, **
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CAWLEY-MYRDAL AGENCY

“If It’s Insurance
We Have It”

123 W. Front Phone 7575

DAILY JOHN R INC, Ernest S Holmes Pres and Genl Mgr,
Mrs Edna Wilma Simons V-Pres, Katherine S Simmons
Sec-Treas, Wholesale and Retail Dealers in Meats, 115-

119 W Front, Wholesale Tel 3416, Retail Tel 5646, Office
Tel 6595; Proprietors Model Market, 309 N Higgins av,

TUDEBAKER

Tel 2835 (For further information see page 33 Buyers’
Guide and left top lines)

DAILY MISSOULIAN THE (Morning), Missoulian Publish-
ing 201% ll’ublishers, Missoulian Bldg 500 N Higgins av,
Tel

—Roger I student MSU r504 Eddy av cumua“y

Dalberg Anna C (wid Gustave C) h220 South av E

Dallas Geo lab NPRy h721 Turner
Dalton C J cond NPRy r319 W Pine I“c.
Daly Addition Store (Mrs Lillian Jameison) gro and meats
1800 S Tth W
—Anna M Mrs clk Bishop Agency r632 S 4th W =
—Eileen G student MSU r New Hall
—Florence E Mrs h129 Brooks Distributors
—Lawrence H (Anna M) asst chf clk NPRy h632 S 4th W Studebaker
DALY MARCUS (Janet M) (Daly Motor Co), h415 McLeod Cars and
av, Tel 6807
DALY MOTOR CO (Marcus Daly), Pontiac and Cadillac Trucks
Motor Cars, Sales and Service, 223 E Main, Tel 6262
—Paul H USA r632 S 4th W i
—Paul L USN r129 Brooks
Damaskos Geo A (Treba R) formn Florence Lndry Co h918
S 6th W Sales
D’Amboise Zephryn (Iola M) blksmith h1802 Missoula av and
Danaher Ruby clk Pacific Fruit & P Co r137 W Broadway <
Dandrea Domenico (Florence) railroad mn h933 S 1st W Service

—Philip M pkr Missoula Drug Co r933 S 1st W
Daniels Eug A (Vera I) oiler h255 Strand av
—Harold R (Mamie) h408 W South av

—Satter B (Mae) swtchmn NPRy h819 Rose av

Danielson Jos C (Rose) carp h120 Strand av Show Room:
—Oliver B (Mildred E) parts mn Kraabel Chevrolet Co h423 216

W Broadway & W. Main
—Wallace R USN ri120 Strand av
Danklefs Chas P (Ruth C) whsemn Contl Oil Co h1736 S Hig-

gins av PHONE
Dannenbrock Geo H (Bessie J) carp h446 Edith
—Lonnie USN r446 Edith 2195

Danon Danl (Betty) r430 N Higgins av

Dansenier Rose Mrs waiter Gehring Cafe h131 Alder apt 9
D’Aoust Cornelia (wid Jas) r628 S 2d W s—
DapléerFr%agold (Myrtle P) drftsmn US Forest Service h317

n

—Myrtle P acct US Forest Service r317 E Front
Dare Rex W mgr Lee Oil Co h1830 Toole av
Darling Eliz I r1300 Cooper

Darlington Fred (Mary) h812 Cherry

SCHULT

WES CLARK,

THE TYPEWRITER SEHV'GEOE"S“PPLY COMPANY TUDEBAKER

UNDERWOOD TYPEWRITERS
REPAIR DEPARTMENT OFFICE SUPPLIES
314 N. HIGGINS AVE. PHONE 3247
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Four Divorces

Granted by
Court Friday

One divorce was asked and four
were granted in district court Fri-
day when Judge Albert Besancon
signed three orders for decrees and
Judge C. E. Comer, one.

Myrtle Dopfer, complainant in an
action against her husband, Harold
Dopfer, charges that he has been
guilty of causing her grievous men-
tal suffering. The couple was mar-
ried June 22, 1944, There are no
children,

Judge Besancon signed decrees in
the following cases: Helen B. Ed-
wards against C. N Edwards on

grounds of wilful neglect, The couple
was married in June, 1940, The
plaintiff was granted custody of
their one child,

Anna Mae Montalvo against
George Montalvo on a charge of ex-
treme cruelty, Married at Hamilton,
March 31, 1845, the couple has no
children.

Ruth Eddington’ against James A.
Eddington on grounds of wilful de=
sertion. The couple was married at
Ronan, May 8, 1941, There are no
children.

Judge C. E. Comer granted the
decree in the case of George Acker=
man against Thetus A. Ackerman,
The plaintiff’s charge was grievous
mental suffering. The couple was
married April 27, 1945. There are
no chlldren

FROM OVANDO
Claud Reinoehl of Ovando was a
visitor here Friday.

-

I discovered something really interesting in the Missoulian on 27 July 1946. Harold and Myrtle divorced!



Before | found the above divorce action, | had found a marriage recorded for Harold and Myrtle on 23
Nov 1949. So they divorced in 1946, but remarried in 1949, *®
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In the 1920 census, Myrtle, just 23 years old, was listed as widowed with a newborn baby, living with her
father, Magnus Nelson, in Kootenai, Idaho. ** Her husband was killed in an accident on 6 Jul 1919,
having been home from the Army for a couple of months at most. ** He left Missoula for his Army
service on 26 Apr 1918, and was reported in the Missoulian as home from service in June of 1919. *°

OBITUARY

WILLIAM POWELL.

Death came to Willlam I Powell |
vesterday morning at’' b o'clock, as a
cresult of injuries recelved Sunday aft- |
{ernoon when he was crushed by a fall- |
{ing elevator at the plant of the Mis- |
(sonla Creamery company at the corner
[of Railrond and Harris streets. Mr. |
Powell was taken at once to St, Pat-!
'rick's hospital for a physician's care. !
His mother, Mrs, George Powell, and |
|his sister-in-law, Miss Maude Nelson, !
were summonad from Sandpoint, Idaho,
His wife and infant daughter and his |
sister, Miss Julia Powell, reside in Mis- |
soula. Funeral arrangements had nnti
ib"’n completed last evening. If 4n-
terment is made in Missoula, the serv-
ice will be held probably Wednesday
morning at 9 o'clock, in the Chureh of
St. Franeis Xavier.

When Harold married Myrtle, she already had a daughter, Ethyl Mae. Harold got to be a step-dad. | found
a photo of Ethyl, age 16, from her Missoula County High School yearbook in 1936. *’ She is very pretty.
If she looks like her mother, Harold was a lucky guy!

ETHYL POWELL
Girls’ Club Cabinet 4.




Ethyl Mae married Harold Hanson in 1944, *®

At Lutheran Rites

Ensign Ethylmae Powell of the
WAVES, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Harold Dopfer, 317 East Front
street, and Captain Harold Hanson, g

Army air forces, son of Mrs. Idalis
Hanson of 242 South Fourth street,
west, were united in marriage at ajm
ceremony solemnized by Rev. J, Lu-|t
ther Frantz in the Luther Memorial
Place church, Washington, D. C,
at 2 o'clock last Sunday afternoon.

The attendants were Ensign
Nancy McCroskey of the WAVES
and Captain Jack Marsh, and all
members of the bridal party were
in uniform.

A weliding dinner for the princi-
pals and a few intimate friends was
served immediately after the church
service at De Monets, in Washing-
ton, The bride cut a tiered wed-
ding cake which was topped with
a miniature officer and WAVE.

The newlyweds went by plane to
Philadelphia, Pa., for a brief honey-
moon before returning to their re-
spective duties,

The romance of the young couple
began while both were students at

Former Missoula Couple United
In Washington, D. C., Sunday

which they were graduated in 1940.
After her graduation, the bride, a
member of Delta Gamma sorority,
had one year at the Prince school,
tail store service school which
branch of Simmons college in
Mass. Prior to her enlist~
in April, 1944, she was with
ining division of the per-
sonnel department of the J. L. Hud-
son compmy. Detroit, Mich. At
Rer! Motbonnel, Waahington, D. O
a nne
‘The groom was with the Commer~
clal Credit association in Butte be-
fore entering the service. He is a
member of Sigma Nu social fra-
ternity, A veteran of three inva-
sions in the BEuropean theater, Cap-
tain Hanson now is stationed at
goré Belyoir out of Washington,
One of the guests at the wedding
was Corporal B. N,
tain Hanson's bromer-ln-hw.
of Mr, and Mrs. N. B. Glmu of
731 East Beckwith avenue. He is sta-
tioned at Camp George G. Meade,
Md. Also present was Ensign Harold
Garnaas, who is stationed at Jack-

Montana State University, from

sonville, Fla.

Ethylmae, as she is named in the wedding announcement, was a WAVE in WWII.

The United States Naval Reserve (Women's Reserve), better known as the WAVES (for Women
Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service), was the women's branch of the United States Naval Reserve
during World War I1. It was established on July 21, 1942 by the U.S. Congress and signed into law by
President Franklin D. Roosevelt on July 30. *°

Ethylmae had three children, Harold’s step-grandchildren.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Naval_Reserve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/77th_United_States_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_D._Roosevelt

Harold’s mother, Edith Emma Dopfer, died in Missoula, Montana on 6 Nov 1948. She is buried in the

Missoula Cemetery where her husband is also interred. Her plot is with his, Grave 3, Lot 14, Block 14A,
Inter # 08907. *°
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On 14 May 1950, one of Harold’s grandchildren made the Missoulian. While staying with Harold and

Myrtle, Gary Hanson was struck by a car while crossing the street. >

- - !
4-Year-Old

Gary Hanson, 4-year-old son of
Mr, and Mrs, Harold A, Hanson, 540
Fast Central avenue, was seriously
injured Saturday afternoon when a
car driven by Ross R. Zeller, 22, of
Choteau, hit him as he was carry-
ing an ice cream cone across South
Higgins avenue,

The boy was rushed to St. Pat-
rick's hospital, where a physician
who treated him said he had re-
ceilved compound fractures of the
skull and a fracture of the right leg,

Meanwhile relatives got in touch
with his parents who were in Sidney
attending a meeting of the execu-
tive committee of the Montana State
Universiy Alumni association. They
were reported en route home late
Saturday night. The boy’s mother
was Ethel Powell until her marriage.

Mr, Zeller volunteered to take a
blood test for traces of alcohol. He
said after the accident that he is
in Missoula to visit his mother, He
was driving north on South Higgins
avenue en route to a flower shop
when the boy darted out of traffic
on the west side of the street. “I
hit thé brakes as soon as I saw

him but it was too late,” Zeller said
outside a dressing room where he

joined the boy's relatives in await- |

ing word on the child’s condition.
Traffic Sergeant Dan L. Rice, in
charge of investigation of the acci-
dent, said Gary, carrying an ice
cream cone, was on his way across
the street to where his grandfather,

Harold Dopfer, 410 Strand avenue,
was waiting for him in a car, The|
boy had just gotten the ice cream
at a stand at the intersection of|
Beverly avenue with South Higgins
and was about 100 feet north of the
intersection when he was hit, Eye-

witnesses said he was thrown 12 to
15 feet and the ice cream was|
splattered on the pavement. The|
boy had been staying with his
grandparents while his parents were |,
away and his grandfather had taken
him out to get ice cream,

After the accident Sergeant Rice

took the sedan that had hit the|

child to a garage for a brake check.

Mr. Zeller has two eyewitnesses to
corroborate his story that the boy
darted ahead of his car. Sergeant

(Continued on Page 7, Column 1)

4-Year-Old Boy
Struck by Auto

(Continued From Page One) |
Rice quoted James Bell, South hall,||
as saylng he was driving south on !
the avenue and had to stop for the|

child as he ran across the street.|
Bell estimated the boy was thrown
about 15 feet, Sergeant Rice sald,

The other eyewitness was Dan
Hagen, 1434 Gerald avenue, whose |
car was parked in a walting line to
the ice cream stand. He said he
saw the boy come between cars and |
start to his grandfather’s car, The|
grandfather was taken to his home
after the aceident, suffering lrom\
shock, witnesses said,

Mr. Zeller is employed at Choteau
as an alreraft mechanic. He esti-
mated he wag traveling 20 miles|
per hour when he saw the boy. He
n‘r:md arrival of officers, pouce
sa




Missoulian-Sentinel Photo
Sergeant ' Dan L. Rice and Highway Patrolman Con MecClurg, Jr, (center) are shown conducting an |
investigation at the scene of an accident in which Gary Hanson, 4, was seriously injured Saturday about
3:45 p. m. Ross R. Zeller, 22, Choteau, driver of the car that hit the child, is at right. Beside his car,
in the center of the photograph, is a splattering of ice cream, dumped on the pavement when an ice
cream cone the boy was carrying jolted from his hand. The officers were occupied with taking meas-
urements with tapes to insure full details of the accident,



Sadly, it seems as though Gary’s mother placed some blame for the accident on Harold. *2

Hanson Boy Is
Reported
Satisfactory

Four-year-old Gary Hanson was
in “satisfactory” condition at St
Patrick's hospital Tuesday night fol-
lowing his near-fatal brush with a
car on South Higgins avenue Sat-
(lurday. ;

Hospital attendant said the young-
ster was progressing “very well” and
‘| that X-ray reports were “favorable.”
|He suffered skull fractures and a
ibroken right leg when he was hit
!by an auto driven by Ross R.
Zeller, 22, of Choteau,

Gary's mother, Mrs, Harold A
Hanson, 540 East Central avenue,
pointed out that the accident might
never have happened if the child
hadn't been so eager to return §
cents in change to his grandfather.

She sald her father, Harold
Dopfer, 410 Strand avenue, had
taken the boy to visit a cousin,
Donna, who lives only a few houses
from an ice cream stand. When he
left the children to go downtown,
Mr. Dopfer gave Gary 25 cents %o
buy ice cream for himself and
Donna.
| “If he hadn't given Gary & quar-
‘ter, it might never have happened,”
Mrs., Hanson said. She explained
‘that Mr. Dopfer drove along slowly
'while the children bought their ice
|cream. After seeing that they were
all right, he began to drive down-
town along the opposite side of the
ravenue, not expecting Gary to re-
lturn to the car. At that time, Gary
' suddenly ran across the street to
'give the 5 cents change to his
| grandfather,
| He was struck midway across the
'avenue. Mr. Zeller, who was driv-
ing north, said he “didn't see the
‘boy until it was too late.”




Little G§3ry must have recovered pretty well, as on 1 Dec 1950 he received a Golden Arrow award in Cub
Scouts.

Cub Scouts Have
Four-Skit Program

Thompson Falls.—At the monthly
Cub Scout pack meeting at the
school lunchroom Wednesday eve-'
ning each of the four dens under
the master of ceremonies, Den Dad
Roy Hanson, presented a skit which
|consisted of a boxing match, two
|quiz programs and a cowboy number.
| Paul O'Hare, school superintend-
ent, as Cub master, conducted a
[ceremony on presentation of Bobcat
pins to John Howe, George La-
Friniere, Jeff Wollaston, Jon Bab-
cock, Arden Davis, Terry Varner,
Richard Weeks, John Muster and
‘Wally Page. Wolf pins were pre-
sented to Kim Robefts and Gary
Hanson, The Gold Arrow award was
presented to Gary Hanson. Follow-
ing the program, lunch was served
to the 60 people present, 26 were
| parents. i

In 1954, Harold and Myrtle were living at 220 Strand Ave. in Missoula. Myrtle is listed in the Missoulian
being admitted to the hospital on January 8", and her address is given. >

220 Strand Ave., Hamilton, Montana, circa 2019



Harold retired from the Forest Service on 30 June 1962. %°

After 36 Years
In Forest Service

Harold Dopfer, cartographic
‘draftsman with the Forest Sery-
'ice, will retire June 30, Boyd L.
'Rasmussen, regional forester, an-
‘nounced Saturday. I

A Forest Service employe for ¢
‘more than 36 years, Dopfer has !
‘been on the staff of the division
‘of engineering at Missoula since
‘September 1938,
| Prior to his work with the For-
‘est Service, he attended Montana
‘State University School of For-
‘estry and worked with the Bureau
of Public Roads.

In May of 1960, Dopfer received

an honor award from the Forest .
‘Service for a map index procedure |
suggestion.
. Dopfer and his wife will con-
tinue to make their home at 220
‘Strand Ave. Mrs. Dopfer retired
from the Forest Service in 1958,

Dopfer Retiring
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The next record | found for Harold was his death on 23 Jan 1973. *® | expected to find him buried in the
same cemetery where his parent were buried, but did not.

Name: Harold Dopfer

Age: 76

Birth Year: abt 1897

Death Date: 23 Jan 1973

Death Place:  Missoula, Missoula, Montana, USA

According to his obituary, Harold was cremated.

Harold Dopfer

Harold Dopfer, 76, 220 Strand
Ave., died Tuesday evening at
his home. He was born June 10,
1896 in Vinton, lowa and came
to Missoula as a child.

Dopfer graduated from high
school and attended the
University of Montana. He had
worked for the Missoula County
Highway Department and in
1935 began working as a
draftsman in the engineering
department of the Forest
Service. Dopfer married Myrtle
Powell in 1944. He retired in
June 1962.

He was a member of BPOE
Hellgate Lodge 383.

In addition to his wife he is
survived by a daughter, Mrs.
Walt (Geraldine) Lawr, San
Diego; a sister, Mrs. Sarah
Osborne, Santa Rosa, Calif.; a
stepdaughter, Mrs. Harold
Hanson, Portland, and three
step-grandchildren.

Funeral services will be Fri-
day at 2 p.m. in Livingston &
Malletta Chapel with the Rev.
Fred G. Ranlett officiating. The
body will be sent to Spokane for
cremation.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the Yellowstone
Boys Ranch  Billings, or
Missoula Community Hospital.



Harold’s wife Myrtle died 30 Oct 1984. She is buried in the Missoula Cemetery. Her plot is BLOCK 15 -
Row C - GRAVE #7 - Old Saint Mary.

Strangely, from the information on Findagrave.com, it appears Myrtle is buried next to her first husband,
William Harold Powell, who died 7 Jul 1919.

Geraldine Dopfer, Harold’s daughter from his first wife, died in California, 2 Aug 2004. 5

U.S. Social Security Death Index, 1935-2014

Name: Geraldine M. Lawr

SSN: 545-21-4816

Last Residence: 92126 San Diego, San Diego, California, USA
Born: 12 Jul 1916

Died: 9 Aug 2004

State (Year) SSN issued: California (1973)
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