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Mary Rose Reindeau 
Born 25 May 1888 

Died 15 July 1958 

 
  



This research is about two people linked to a small town in Montana. I became interested in them, as they 

are said to haunt a building in downtown. So I set out to find out what I could about their lives. 

Mary Rose Reindeau was born 25 May 1888 in Minnesota. Her parents were Mitchell A. Reindeau and 

Hortense Picotte. Except on legal documents, she generally appears as Rose. Both of Rose’s parents were 

born in Canada, and were of French descent.  

There is evidence that the family travelled back and forth between Minnesota and Montana before 

settling. As late as 1895, the family is in Minnesota. They appear on the state census, listed individually. 
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Minnesota, Territorial and State Censuses, 1849-1905 

 

Name:  Rosa Reendeau 

Age:  7 

Census Date:  1895 

County:  Morrison 

Locality:  Little Falls Ward 2 

Birth Location:  Minnesota 

Gender:  Female 

Estimated birth year: abt 1888 

Race:  White 

Line:  40 

Roll:  V290_76 

 

They first appear in the census in Hamilton, Montana in 1900. Rose’s father Mitchell was working as a 

day laborer. 
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1900 United States Federal Census 

 

Name:   Rosie M Riendeau 

Age:   12 

Birth Date:   May 1888 

Birthplace:   Minnesota 

Home in 1900:   Hamilton, Ravalli, Montana 

Street:   7 St 

House Number:   78 

Sheet Number:   18 

institution:   Inconporated City of Hamilton 

Number of Dwelling in Order of Visitation: 357 

Family Number:   357 

Race:   White 

Gender:   Female 

Relation to Head of House:   Daughter 

Marital status:   Single 

Father's name:   Mitchell Riendeau 

Father's Birthplace:   Minnesota 

Mother's name:   Hortance Riendeau 

Mother's Birthplace:   Minnesota 

https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=1058


Attended School:   4 

Can Read:   Yes 

Can Write:   Yes 

Can Speak English:   Yes 

Neighbors:  

 

Household Members: 

 Name  Age 

 Mitchell Riendeau  38 

 Hortance Riendeau  34 

 Rosie M Riendeau  12 

 Laura M Riendeau  10 

 Willie J Riendeau   9 

 Eugenia M Riendeau  6 

 Clara M Riendeau  3 

 

Then, in 1905, the family is back in Minnesota, on a state census. It’s possible Rose’s father couldn’t find 

sufficient work in Montana to keep the family afloat. In this census, he is still working as a laborer. 
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Minnesota, Territorial and State Censuses, 1849-1905 

 

Name:   Mary Rose Riendeau 

Age:   17 

Census Date:   14 Jun 1905 

County:   Morrison 

Locality:   Little Falls Ward 2 

Birth Location:   Minnesota 

Gender:   Female 

Estimated birth year:   abt 1888 

Race:   White 

Father's Birth Location:  Minnesota 

Mother's Birth Location: Minnesota 

Line:   25 

Roll:   MNSC_136 

 

 

On the 1910 census, back in Hamilton, Montana, Rose’s father is listed as working in a sawmill. Rose 

herself is employed; she is working as a salesgirl for a dry goods store. It’s interesting how much the 

family travelled back and forth between 1895 and 1910. Since Rose is now working, I would assume the 

family probably struggled for money. On this census, Rose’s parents’ state they have been married for 22 

years, so Rose would have been their first child. She has younger siblings at home, William, Eugenie, and 

Clara. Younger sister Laura, who was ten years old in the 1900 census, was married in Hamilton in 1909 

to Pearl H. Bullock, so she is no longer with the family. 
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1910 United States Federal Census 

Name:   Rose M Riendeau 

   [Rosa M Reindeau]  

Age in 1910:  21 
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Birth Year:  abt 1889 

Birthplace:  Minnesota 

Home in 1910:  Hamilton Ward 3, Ravalli, Montana 

Race:  White 

Gender:  Female 

Relation to Head of House:  Daughter 

Marital status:  Single 

Father's name:  Mitchell A Riendeau 

Father's Birthplace:  Minnesota 

Mother's name:  Hortense Riendeau  

Mother's Birthplace:  Minnesota 

Native Tongue:  English 

Occupation:  Salesgirl 

Industry:  Druggist Store 

Employer, Employee or Other: Wage Earner 

Attended School:  No 

Able to Read:  Yes 

Able to Write:  Yes 

Out of Work:  N 

Number of weeks out of work: 0 

Neighbors:  

 
Household Members: 

Name    Age 

Mitchell A Riendeau  48 

Hortense Riendeau  43 

Rose M Riendeau  21 

William J Riendeau  18 

Eugenie M Riendeau  15 

Clara Riendeau   13 

 

 

The building Rose is said to haunt used to house The Valley Mercantile. It stood on the site of the 

present-day building. The Valley Mercantile opened in 1909, but was there much earlier under the 

Anaconda Mining Company. It was Marcus Daly’s “company store,” according to information published 

by the Downtown Hamilton Business Improvement District. 

 

“Constructed in 1936, the Bower Building replaced the Valley Mercantile Company Department 

Store that burned for the second time in 1936. The Valley Mercantile was a two-story “company 

store” owned by the Anaconda Copper Mining Company (Marcus Daly). It sold everything from 

clothing, groceries, and furniture, to hardware, lumber, gardening implements and threshing 

machines.” 
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The first time The Valley Mercantile Burned was 22 Oct 1910. There is more about this fire in Harold 

Dopfer’s story, which follows this one.  

 

Rose is almost certainly one of the women in this photo, taken from an ad for The Valley Mercantile in 

early 1910. 
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It is always intriguing to speculate as to why a spirit would return to a particular place to remain after 

death. I wondered why Rose’s spirit chose to reside in in the building today. I believe I found the answer 

to that question in the census of 1910. I discovered a few other young women who worked as sales girls 

in Hamilton in that census. One of them is significant to Rose’s story.  

 

Mary N. Smithey was born in 1888, the same year as Rose. I looked at her information as I searched for a 

woman who would be connected to the building that houses BTW. I remembered Mary after finding other 

information which pointed to her relationship with Rose.  

 

In the 1910 census, Mary is listed with her family. 
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 1910 United States Federal Census 

 

Name:  Mary N Smithey 

  [Mary N Southey]  

Age in 1910:  22 

Birth Year:  abt 1888 

Birthplace:  Missouri 

Home in 1910:  Hamilton Ward 3, Ravalli, Montana 

Street:  Eighth Street 

Race:  White 

Gender:  Female 

Relation to Head of House:  Daughter 

Marital status:  Single 



Father's name:  Robert H Smithey 

Father's Birthplace:  Missouri 

Mother's Birthplace:  Missouri 

Native Tongue:  English 

Occupation:  Salesgirl 

Industry:  Dry Goods Store 

Employer, Employee or Other: Wage Earner 

Able to Read:  Yes 

Able to Write:  Yes 

Out of Work:  N 

Number of weeks out of work: 52 

Neighbors:  

 
Household Members: 

 Name  Age 

 Robert H Smithey  65 

 Nora I Smithey  37 

 Thomas Smithey  28 

 Clarence Smithey  24 

 Mary N Smithey  22 

 Tish Nevins  48 

 
 

Mary had an older brother, Clarence. Clarence’s occupation is listed as the proprietor of a pool room. In 

The Western News of Stevensville, Montana on 9 Fed 1910, it was reported that “Pete” Smithey and 

Blaine Reimel had purchased the Brunswick pool room. 
7
 On an interesting side note, Clarence’s sister 

Mary Nellie married Blaine Reimel. 
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Clarence Smithey married Mary Rose Reindeau on 3 Jun 1912 at St. Patrick’s Rectory in Silver Bow 

County, Montana. We learn in this document that Rose’s first name is actually Mary. 
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Rose almost certainly met her future husband through her association with Mary Smithey, working at The 

Valley Mercantile. 

By the time Clarence registered for the draft in 1918, he had apparently sold his interest in the pool room. 

His employer is listed as Al Hork, although he still works as a clerk in the cigar store section of the pool 

room.  

Clarence and Mary lived at 724 Pinckney Ave. in Hamilton. 
10

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



In the 1920 census, Rose and Clarence appear with Clarence’s father, who has been widowed. Clarence is 

working as a salesman in a fruit store, and Rose is no longer employed. The home they live in is rented, 

and still stands today.  
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1920 United States Federal Census 

Name:   Rose Smithy 

Age:   30 

Birth Year:   abt 1890 

Birthplace:   Minnesota 

Home in 1920:   Hamilton, Ravalli, Montana 

Street:   Pickney St 

Residence Date:   1920 

Race:   White 

Gender:   Female 

Relation to Head of House: Wife 

Marital status:   Married 

Spouse's name:   Clarence A Smithy 

Father's Birthplace:   Minnesota 

Mother's Birthplace:   Minnesota 

Able to Speak English:   Yes 

Able to Read:   Yes 

Able to Write:   Yes 

Neighbors:  

 

Household Members: 

Name   Age 

Clarence A Smithy  34 

Rose Smithy   30 

Robert H Smithy  75 

 

 

 

 
 

724 Pinckney St. Hamilton, Montana, circa 2019 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1920usfedcen&indiv=try&h=97717549
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In the 1930 census in Hamilton, Clarence is listed as the proprietor of a cigar store. Remember on his 

draft registration in 1918, he is stated to be a clerk in the cigar store in the Brunswick pool room. From 

this census information, it would appear he had purchased the business. From this census, we also learn 

that neither Rose not Clarence attended school, although both could read and write. 
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Name:   Charles A Smithey 

Birth Year:   abt 1886 

Gender:   Male 

Race:   White 

Birthplace:   Missouri 

Marital status:   Married 

Relation to Head of House: Head 

Home in 1930:   Hamilton, Ravalli, Montana, USA 

Map of Home:   View Map  

Ward of City:   2 

House Number:   301 

Dwelling Number:   175 

Family Number:   206 

Home Owned or Rented: Rented 

Home Value:   32 

Radio Set:   Yes 

Lives on Farm:   No 

Age at first Marriage:   26 

Attended School:   No 

Able to Read and Write:  Yes 

Father's Birthplace:   Missouri 

Mother's Birthplace:   Missouri 

Able to Speak English:   Yes 

Occupation:   Proprietor 

Industry:   Cigar Store 

Class of Worker:   Working on own account 

Employment:   Yes 

Household Members: Name   Age 

   Charles A Smithey  44 

   Rose Smithey   40 

 
 

In the census in 1940, the couple still lives on Pinckney St. in Hamilton Under the designation of whether 

their home is owned or rented is the notation “unsettled estate.” It appears the house on Pinckney St. 

belonged to Clarence’s sister, Nora. When she died intestate in 1939, the house reverted to her brothers 

Thomas, Herbert, and Clarence, her sister Nell Reimel, and her sister’s children, Electa Black, and Mabel 

Leisburg. 
13

 

 

In 1941, Clarence and Rose sold the house at 724 Pinckney St. to Anna Feist. 
14
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Clarence is now the Postmaster of the Hamilton Post Office. 
15

 He was appointed as Postmaster 4 Jun 

1935, and served until he retired in July 1955. 
16

 

Name:  Clarence A Smithey 

Age:  54 

Estimated birth year:  abt 1886 

Gender:  Male 

Race:  White 

Birthplace:  Missouri 

Marital status:  Married 

Relation to Head of House:  Head 

Home in 1940:  Ward, Ravalli, Montana 

Map of Home in 1940:  View Map  

Street:  North Eighth Rickney 

House Number:  724 

Farm:  No 

Inferred Residence in 1935:  Ward, Ravalli, Montana 

Residence in 1935:  Same House 

Resident on farm in 1935:  No 

Sheet Number:  13B 

Number of Household in Order of Visitation: 364 

Occupation:  Postmaster 

House Owned or Rented:  Sitate [unsettled estate] 

Value of Home or Monthly Rental if Rented:  1200 

Attended School or College:  No 

Highest Grade Completed:  High School, 4th year 

Hours Worked Week Prior to Census:  66 

Class of Worker:  Wage or salary worker in Government work 

Weeks Worked in 1939:  52 

Income:  2600 

Income Other Sources:  Yes 

Neighbors:  

 
Household Members: 

 Name    Age 

 Clarence A Smithey  54 

 Mary Rose Smithey  52 

 

 
With this new profession for Clarence, it is easy to imagine the importance of his and Rose’s place in the 

life of Hamilton. The old Hamilton Post Office, now a museum, was built in 1940 at a cost of $100,000. 
17

 The museum houses what is now a rare of a Works Project Administration mural. When these murals 

were commissioned, Postmasters were often consulted about them. Clarence could have been, as 

evidenced by this reference found in Flathead War Party, The Story Behind the Hamilton, Montana Post 

Office Mural. It was a letter dated 2 Oct 1941, written from Edward Rowan, the head of the WPA Section 

of Painting and Sculpture, to the artist, Henry J. Meloy. 

 

“The Postmaster has been informed of your commission so you may feel free to write to him 

relative to suitable subject matter, to check the mural space and to determine if there is a lighting 

fixture in the space. It might be possible for you to use your Indian design in Hamilton and I 

javascript:TGN.Ancestry.Search.RecordMap.showMap('recordMap','Ward,%20Ravalli,%20Montana');
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enclose herewith a photograph for you to send to the Postmaster to see if the subject matter would 

be appropriate. I should very much like to see the design carried out. I remember lunching with 

you very well but do not recall which of the two gentlemen you were.” 

 

The source further stated that “postmasters also had a high degree of influence over murals, and Section 

officials frequently advised artists to consult with them before submitting designs so they could determine 

what subject matter would be most positively received in the community.” 
18

 

 

 

 

Flathead War Party by Henry J. Meloy, housed in the old Hamilton, Montana Post Office Museum 

 

Rose was very active in the Hamilton Eastern Star. There are many articles about her participation in the 

Missoulian throughout the 1930s and 40s, at one time named worthy matron. She was also active in the 

Women’s Benefit Association of Hamilton. She was also chairman of the Ravalli County Birthday Ball in 

January 1938. Rose appears to have been a very active and important member of Hamilton society. 

The sale of the property Clarence inherited from his sister probably allowed the couple to purchase their 

home at 405 S. 3
rd

 St. in Hamilton, where both Clarence and Rose were reported to live when they died. 

They purchased the home from Maurice and Cora Wessell on 1 Nov 1941. 
19

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Rose died 15 Jul 1958, aged 70 years. She is buried in Riverview Cemetery, plot 4W 6 2. This 

information is found at findagrave.com. 
20

 

According to her death certificate, Rose died of a heart attack. 
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Clarence outlived Rose by quite a while. He died 16 Jan 1981, at the ripe old age of 95, apparently having 

never remarried. According to his death certificate, he retired as Postmaster of Hamilton, and still lived at 

405 S. 3
rd

. St. 

 



 

405 S. 3
rd

 St., Hamilton, Montana 

 

Clarence is buried with Rose at Riverview Cemetery, beneath a joint headstone. 
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Harold Dopfer 

Born 10 June 1896, Whitestown, Indiana 

Died 23 Jan 1973, Missoula, Montana 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Harold Dopfer was born 10 June 1896, to Henry/Harry Dopfer and Emma Edith Bell, in Whitestown, 

Indiana. She was born in Indiana about 1870, and Henry was born about 1869 in Canada. Henry 

emigrated into the U.S. from Canada in 1887. His parents were German. Emma Edith’s parents were both 

from the U.S.  

 

Henry and Emma Edith married about 1895. This is according to census data, as I was unable to locate 

their marriage record. Where they married is unknown. On his birth certificate, Harold is listed as their 

first child. Harold had a sister named Sarah, born about 1900 in Montana. She married William G. 

Thompson in Montana in 1923. 

 

In 1900, Harold and his family were in Anaconda, Montana. Harold’s father was working as a dry goods 

salesman. Edith’s mother lived with the family. 
23

 

 

1900 United States Federal Census 

 

Name:  Harry Dopfer 

Age:  32 

Birth Date:  May 1868 

Birthplace:  Canada 

Home in 1900:  Anaconda, Deer Lodge, Montana 

Ward of City:  1 

Street:  West Park 

House Number:  610 

Sheet Number:  7 

Number of Dwelling in Order of Visitation: 148 

Family Number:  150 

Race:  White 

Gender:  Male 

Immigration Year:  1888 

Relation to Head of House:  Head 

Marital status:  Married 

Spouse's name:  Edith Dopfer 

Marriage Year:  1895 

Father's Birthplace:  Pennsylvania 

Mother's Birthplace:  Pennsylvania 

Years in US:  12 

Naturalization:  Yes 

Occupation:  Dry Goods Salesman 

Months Not Employed:  0 

Can Read:  Yes 

Can Write:  Yes 

Can Speak English:  Yes 

House Owned or Rented:  R 

Farm or House:  H 

Household Members: 

 Name  Age 

 Harry Dopfer  32 

 Edith Dopfer  30 

 Harold Dopfer  4 

 Teresa Dopfer  6/12 

 Sarah E Bell  53 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=55209819
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=55209820
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=55209821
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=55209822
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=55209823


 
The earliest reference to Harold outside of a census appears in the Missoulian in 1902. Harold lost two 

fingers while sledding. His father is named as a salesman for the Missoula Mercantile Company. 
24

 

 

 
 

 

Harold appears in the Missoulian again in 1907. He and another boy were up to some high-jinx and there 

was an accident. This boy must have been a real hellion growing up!  
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On 20 Oct 1909, The Western News, Stevensville, Montana, announced that H.D. Dopfer had arrived in 

Hamilton to take over as manager of the Valley Mercantile dry goods department. 
26

  

 

On the 1910 census at Hamilton, Montana, Henry “Dapper” is listed as a manager of a dry goods store. 

The name Dopfer was challenging to almost all who wrote it and it is misspelled in various ways. 
27

  

 

            1910 United States Federal Census 

  

Name:   Henry Dapper 

[Henry Dapher]  

[Henry Dopper]  

Age in 1910:   41 

Birth Year:   abt 1869 

Birthplace:   Canada English 

Home in 1910:   Hamilton Ward 2, Ravalli, Montana 

Street:   Fifth Street 

Race:   White 

Gender:   Male 

Immigration Year:   1887 

Relation to Head of House:   Head 

Marital status:   Married 

Spouse's name:   Emma E Dapper 

Father's Birthplace:   Germany 

Mother's Birthplace:   Germany 

Native Tongue:   English 

Occupation:   Manager 

Industry:   Dry Goods Store 

Employer, Employee or Other:  Wage Earner 

Home Owned or Rented:   Rent 

Farm or House:   House 

Naturalization Status:   N A 

Able to Read:   Yes 

Able to Write:   Yes 

Years Married:   15 

Out of Work:   N 

Number of weeks out of work:  0 

Neighbors: 

Household Members: 

Name   Age 

Henry Dapper   41 

Emma E Dapper  40 

Harold U Dapper  13 

Sarah T Dapper  10 

 

Dry goods are generally defined as fabrics, ready-to-wear clothing, and personal toiletries. 

 

Research revealed Henry was the manager of the dry goods department of the Valley Mercantile. The 

Valley Mercantile as such opened in 1909. It was known earlier as the 1
st
 Bitter Root Development 

Company, later belonged to Anaconda Mining, and Anaconda Copper Mining. It was essentially Marcus 

Daly’s “company store,” supplying workers with hardware, clothing, dry goods, etc. The article below 

javascript:OremMetaData.DoOrem(15281870)
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from the Western News in Stevensville, Montana, published 1 May 1910, names the heads of the 

departments of the Valley Mercantile. 
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This is the section relevant to us. “Harry” Dopfer is named as the head of the dry goods department. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a full-page ad for The Valley Mercantile Company Department Store, from 01 May 1910. It 

contains photos of the stores departments. I believe Henry Dopfer is likely pictured in the Dry Goods 

photo, marked with an arrow. 
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An up-close view of the photo in the Valley Mercantile ad. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In 1910, the Valley Mercantile burned. This article from the Daily Missoulian, October 22, 1910, 

describes the firefight and the devastation afterwards. 
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Harold Dopfer married Edith Ross of Missoula, Montana on 29 Sept 1916 in Helena, Montana. Note that 

Harold is now living in Missoula, Montana. I believe it is likely that the fire in 1910 precipitated a move 

for the entire family.  

 

 
 

 

 



The reason for Harold’s marriage was a daughter, born 12 Jul 1916! 
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U.S., Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007 

 
Name:   Geraldine M Lawr 

   [Geraldine M Dopfer]  

Gender:  Female 

Race:   White 

Birth Date: 12 Jul 1916 

Birth Place: Missoula Mis, Montana 

Death Date: 9 Aug 2004 

Father:  Harold Dopfer  

Mother:  Edith Ross  

SSN:   545214816 

Notes: 14 Apr 1972: Name listed as GERALDINE M LAWR 

 

According to the Social Security Death Index, Geraldine died in California 9 Aug 2004. 
32

 

 

Harold’s marriage did not last long. When Harold registered for the WWI Draft 5 June 1918, his nearest 

relative is his mother, not his wife. We can also see from this document the physical calamity that had 

struck Harold. He had lost two fingers on his left hand. This disqualified him for military service.  

 

https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=60901
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?viewrecord=1&r=an&db=Numident&indiv=try&h=624563761
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?viewrecord=1&r=an&db=Numident&indiv=try&h=774563761


 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In the 1920 census in Missoula, Montana, Harold is listed as divorced, living with his parents, and 

working as a railroad mechanic. Mechanics may have been his first employment. Interestingly, on this 

census his father is now using the name Harry, which is how he was referred to in the Western News 

article. 
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1920 United States Federal Census  
 
Name:   Herold Dopfer 

Age:   23 

Birth Year:   abt 1897 

Birthplace:   Iowa 

Home in 1920:   Missoula, Missoula, Montana 

Street:   East Spruce 

Residence Date:   1920 

Race:   White 

Gender:   Male 

Relation to Head of House: Son 

Marital status:   Divorced 

Father's name:   Harry Dopfer 

Father's Birthplace:   Canada 

Mother's name:   Edith Dopfer 

Mother's Birthplace:   India [Indiana] 

Able to Speak English:   Yes 

Occupation:   Machinst 

Industry:   Railroad 

Employment Field:   Wage or Salary 

Able to Read:   Yes 

Able to Write:   Yes 

Neighbors:  

 

Household Members: 

Name   Age 

Harry Dopfer   51 

Edith Dopfer   49 

Herold Dopfer   23 

Sarah Dopfer   20 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By 1929, Harold had begun to further his education. According to the U.S. City Directory for Missoula, 

Montana, Harold was a student at the University of Montana. He still lived with his parents. 
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On the census in 1930 in Missoula, Harold is still working as a mechanic, this time on cars, living with 

his parents. I assume he was working while attending school. His father is listed as a salesman in a dry 

goods store. From all available data, it appears Harold’s mother never worked outside the home. 
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             1930 United States Federal Census 
 

Name:   Harold Dopher 

Birth Year:   abt 1897 

Gender:   Male 

Race:   White 

Birthplace:   Iowa 

Marital status:   Single 

Relation to Head of House: Son 

Home in 1930:   Missoula, Missoula, Montana, USA 

Map of Home:   View Map  

Street address:   East Sprice Street 

Ward of City:   47 

House Number:   228 

Dwelling Number:   81 

Family Number:   106 

Attended School:   No 

Able to Read and Write:  Yes 

Father's Birthplace:   Canada 

Mother's Birthplace:   Indiana 

Able to Speak English:   Yes 

Occupation:   Mechanic 

Industry:   Auto repair 

Class of Worker:   Wage or salary worker 

Employment:   Yes 

Household Members:  

 Name  Age 

 Henry Dopher  61 

 E Edith Dopher  60 

 Harold Dopher  33 

 
 

Harold’s father Henry Dopher died 12 Apr 1930 in Missoula, Montana.
36

 He is buried in the Missoula 

Cemetery, and his plot is Grave 4, Lot 14, Block 14A, Inter # 04700. This information comes from 

Findagrave.com. 
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On the 1940 census, Harold is still living with his widowed mother. His profession, however, has 

changed. He is listed as a teacher of drafting with the CCC. This was the Civilian Conservation Corps, a 

public work relief program that operated from 1933 to 1942 in the United States for unemployed, 

unmarried men. The program was started as a way to assist young men aged 17-25 find work during the 

Great Depression. So Harold was using his newly acquired drafting skills as a teacher. 
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Name:   Harold Dopher 

Age:   43 

Estimated birth year:   abt 1897 

Gender:   Male 

Race:   White 

javascript:TGN.Ancestry.Search.RecordMap.showMap('recordMap','Missoula,%20Missoula,%20Montana');
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1930usfedcen&indiv=try&h=106297846
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1930usfedcen&indiv=try&h=106297861
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1930usfedcen&indiv=try&h=106297860


Birthplace:   Iowa 

Marital status:   Divorced 

Relation to Head of House:   Son 

Home in 1940:   Missoula, Missoula, Montana 

Map of Home in 1940:   View Map  

Street:   S 5th East 

Inferred Residence in 1935:   Missoula, Missoula, Montana 

Residence in 1935:   Same House 

Resident on farm in 1935:   No 

Sheet Number:   1A 

Occupation:   Teacher Of Drafting 

Attended School or College:   No 

Highest Grade Completed:   High School, 4th year 

Hours Worked Week Prior to Census:  42 

Class of Worker:   Wage or salary worker in Government work 

Weeks Worked in 1939:   52 

Income:   1700 

Income Other Sources:   No 

Neighbors:  

Household Members: 

Name   Age 

Emma E Dopher  69 

Harold Dopher   43 
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Harold’s work with the CCC was reported on in the Missoulian on 18 Nov 1941. 
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In 1944, I found Harold’s mother Emma Edith applied for a delayed birth certificate from Iowa for 

Harold. I didn’t understand why she would be applying for it until more information came to light. Why 

Harold suddenly needed his birth certificate at the age of 47 was a bit mysterious.  

 

 
 



By this point in Harold’s story I had begun to wonder if he had ever remarried. But then I found a 

marriage record for him in 1944. He married Myrtle Powell. That explained the need for the birth 

certificate. 

 

 
 

 



I also found their wedding announcement in the Missoulian on 25 Jun 1944. 
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I also found a record in the Missoula City Directory in 1945 which listed him with wife Myrtle. Harold is 

listed as a draftsman for the US Forest Service, and Myrtle is an accountant for them. I did not find 

Harold’s mother Emma Edith in this Directory, although records confirm she was still living in 1945. 
41

  

 

 
 



 

I discovered something really interesting in the Missoulian on 27 July 1946. Harold and Myrtle divorced! 
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Before I found the above divorce action, I had found a marriage recorded for Harold and Myrtle on 23 

Nov 1949. So they divorced in 1946, but remarried in 1949. 
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In the 1920 census, Myrtle, just 23 years old, was listed as widowed with a newborn baby, living with her 

father, Magnus Nelson, in Kootenai, Idaho. 
44

 Her husband was killed in an accident on 6 Jul 1919, 

having been home from the Army for a couple of months at most. 
45

 He left Missoula for his Army 

service on 26 Apr 1918, and was reported in the Missoulian as home from service in June of 1919. 
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When Harold married Myrtle, she already had a daughter, Ethyl Mae. Harold got to be a step-dad. I found 

a photo of Ethyl, age 16, from her Missoula County High School yearbook in 1936. 
47

 She is very pretty. 

If she looks like her mother, Harold was a lucky guy! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ethyl Mae married Harold Hanson in 1944. 
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Ethylmae, as she is named in the wedding announcement, was a WAVE in WWII.  

 

The United States Naval Reserve (Women's Reserve), better known as the WAVES (for Women 

Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service), was the women's branch of the United States Naval Reserve 

during World War II. It was established on July 21, 1942 by the U.S. Congress and signed into law by 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt on July 30. 
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Ethylmae had three children, Harold’s step-grandchildren. 
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Harold’s mother, Edith Emma Dopfer, died in Missoula, Montana on 6 Nov 1948. She is buried in the 

Missoula Cemetery where her husband is also interred. Her plot is with his, Grave 3, Lot 14, Block 14A, 

Inter # 08907. 
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On 14 May 1950, one of Harold’s grandchildren made the Missoulian. While staying with Harold and 

Myrtle, Gary Hanson was struck by a car while crossing the street. 
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Sadly, it seems as though Gary’s mother placed some blame for the accident on Harold. 
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Little Gary must have recovered pretty well, as on 1 Dec 1950 he received a Golden Arrow award in Cub 

Scouts. 
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In 1954, Harold and Myrtle were living at 220 Strand Ave. in Missoula. Myrtle is listed in the Missoulian 

being admitted to the hospital on January 8
th
, and her address is given. 
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220 Strand Ave., Hamilton, Montana, circa 2019 

 



Harold retired from the Forest Service on 30 June 1962. 
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The next record I found for Harold was his death on 23 Jan 1973. 
56

 I expected to find him buried in the 

same cemetery where his parent were buried, but did not.  

 

Name:   Harold Dopfer 

Age:   76 

Birth Year: abt 1897 

Death Date: 23 Jan 1973 

Death Place: Missoula, Missoula, Montana, USA 

 

According to his obituary, Harold was cremated. 

 

 
 

 

 



Harold’s wife Myrtle died 30 Oct 1984. She is buried in the Missoula Cemetery. Her plot is BLOCK 15 - 

Row C - GRAVE #7 - Old Saint Mary. 

 

 
 

 

Strangely, from the information on Findagrave.com, it appears Myrtle is buried next to her first husband, 

William Harold Powell, who died 7 Jul 1919.  

 

Geraldine Dopfer, Harold’s daughter from his first wife, died in California, 2 Aug 2004. 
57

 

 

U.S. Social Security Death Index, 1935-2014 

 

Name: Geraldine M. Lawr 

SSN: 545-21-4816 

Last Residence: 92126 San Diego, San Diego, California, USA  

Born: 12 Jul 1916 

Died: 9 Aug 2004 

State (Year) SSN issued: California (1973) 
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